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President presents second
‘Distinguished Indologist’ award to Prof. Yu Long Yu

President Pranab Mukherjee presented the second ‘Distinguished Indologist’ Award to
Prof. Yu Long Yu of China in New Delhi. He is the Director of Centre for Indian Studies,
Shenzhen University, China.
This award has been instituted by Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) to
recognize eminent Indologists working abroad who have made outstanding contribution
to the study and research of India’s philosophy, thought, history, art and culture.
The first ‘Distinguished Indologist’ Award was presented to Prof. Heinrich Freiherr Von
Stietencron of Germany in 2015.

ISRO to launch 83 satellites in one go in January 2017

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch 83 satellites, in one go in
January 2017. It will be the first of its kind mission in ISRO's space history.
80 satellites weighing 500 kg belong to five foreign countries, namely Israel,
Kazakhstan, Netherlands, Switzerland and the US.
Rests three are Indian satellites namely Cartosat-2 series weighing 730 kg as primary
payload, INS-IA and INS-1B, total weighing 30 kg. Also read about ISRO’s latest
satellite – INSAT-3DR.

Committee of Chief Ministers constituted on digital payment systems

The Centre has constituted a 13-member Committee of Chief Ministers headed by
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu to promote digital payment
systems to promote transparency, financial inclusion and also prepare a roadmap in
this regard.
Apart from Naidu, Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik, M.P. CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Sikkim CM Pawan Kumar Chamling, Puducherry CM V. Narayanasamy, and
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis are also members of the committee along with
NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya, and Amitabh Kant CEO, NITI Aayog.
The terms of reference of the committee are identifying global best practices for
implementing an economy primarily based on digital payment and examine the
possibility of adoption of these global standards in the Indian context.

India inks Rs 5000 crore deal with US for 145 M777 howitzers

India and the US inked a nearly Rs 5,000 crore deal for 145 M777 ultra-light howitzers,
which will be mostly deployed near the borders with China. This is the first deal for
artillery guns since the Bofors deal in the 1980s.
The deal was inked during a two-day meet of the 15th edition of India-US Military
Cooperation Group (MCG) in New Delhi. 
The M777 howitzer is a towed 155mm artillery piece, a successor to the M198 howitzer.
It weighs 4,200 kg. It began as the Ultralight-weight Field Howitzer (UFH), developed
by VSEL's armaments division in Barrow-in-Furness, United Kingdom.

Magnus Carlsen wins third World Chess Championship
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Norwegian Magnus Carlsen has won the World Chess Championship for the third
consecutive time, beating his Russian challenger Sergei Karyakin in New York City,
USA.
Earlier in 2013 and 2014, Carlsen won the championship by beating Indian Grand
Master Viswanathan Anand.
It was organized by the International Chess Federation (FIDE).  FIDE connects the
various national chess federations around the world and acts as the governing body of
international chess competition.

Also read our latest article - Taxation Laws (Second Amendment) Bill, 2016 introduced
in LS

--End of Article--

Book titled ‘The Modi
Doctrine’ launched

A Book titled ‘The Modi Doctrine: New Paradigms in India’s Foreign Policy’ was
launched at the Indian High Commission in London, UK. It is authored and edited by
Anirban Ganguly. It is published by Wisdom Tree.
This book encapsulates Narendra Modi’s outlook on foreign policy and global affairs. It
focuses on different aspects of India’s engagement with the world under the Modi-led
BJP government.
Anirban Ganguly is the Director of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation,
New Delhi. He is Member of the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE).

Delhi HC sets aside Centre's decision to ban 344 FDC medicines

The Delhi High Court set aside the government’s decision to ban 344 Fixed Dose
Combination (FDC) medicines. These included several common cough syrup solutions,
analgesics and antibiotic combinations, many of which are sold over the counter.
Earlier, Union Health Ministry had banned 344 fixed drug combinations through a
gazette notification issued in March 2016. The ban came into effect immediately. It
followed the recommendations of an expert committee formed to examine the efficacy of
these drug combinations.
An FDC is one that contains two or more drugs combined in a fixed ratio of doses and
available in a single dosage form.

Thailand’s parliament named Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn as new king

Thailand’s parliament has officially invited Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn to become the
country’s next king. He was nominated by the president of the National Assembly,
Pornpetch Wichitcholchai.
He will replace King Bhumibol Adulyadej, who died in October 2016.
The process of choosing a new king is described in a 1924 Thai law. The law gives the
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king power to choose who should succeed him. In 1972, Bhumibol chose
Vajiralongkorn – his second child and only son - to be his successor.

Mahindra & Mahindra unveils SYOUV and With You Hamesha

Indian multinational automobile manufacturing corporation, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
has introduced two new-age digital platforms, namely ‘SYOUV’ and ‘With You
Hamesha’.
The platforms seeks to enhance the overall ownership experience of its automotive
prospects and customers at all points in the customers’ journey across the sales
experience.
SYOUV is meant to address customer needs in the pre-purchase phase. Whereas,
'With You Hamesha' platform would make the service process seamless, transparent
and hassle-free
Earlier, the company had partnered with Microsoft, Dassault Systemes and Socheers
Infotech for SYOUV, and with Extentia Information Technology, Hungama and HNS
Technologies for the other platform.

UK scientists approves three-parent babies treatment

British scientists approved the use of "three-parent baby" fertility treatments, paving the
way for the country to become the first in the world to officially introduce the
procedures. 
The technique would allow women who carry disease-causing mutations in their
mitochondrial genes to give birth to genetically-related children free of mitochondrial
disease. 
The treatment involves the embryo receiving the usual "nuclear" DNA from the mother
and father, as well as a small amount of healthy mitochondrial DNA (mDNA) from a
female donor. 

Also read our latest article - Draft National Software Policy unveiled

--End of Article--

Former CBEC chairman
Praveen Mahajan is new AITA President

Senior bureaucrat and former Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) chairman
Praveen Mahajan became the first woman President of the All India Tennis Association
(AITA). She replaced veteran administrator Anil Khanna.
AITA is the governing body of tennis in India. It was established in 1920 and is affiliated
to International Tennis Federation and Asian Tennis Federation.
Apart from Mahajan, only two other Vice Presidents, including Chintan Parikh (from
Gujarat) and Aneil Mahajan (from Madhya Pradesh), were eligible for the post of
President as per the age and tenure conditions of the Sports Code.
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Railways retain National women Kabaddi championship

Indian Railways won the 64th Senior National Women Kabaddi Championship after
defeating Haryana by 20-15 in the final at Patliputra Sports Complex in Patna, Bihar.
With this, they retained the trophy.
Payal Choudhury of Railways and Sakhshi Kumari of Haryana were awarded best
raider and the best defender trophy, respectively.
Delhi, Rajasthan, Goa, Maharashtra, Pondichery, Odisha, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Railways, and Haryana
were the participants of the tournament.

Union HRD Minister launches ‘Vittiya Saksharata Abhiyan’

Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Prakash Javadekar
launched ‘Vittiya Saksharata Abhiyan’ in New Delhi.
This initiative appeals to the faculty and especially young students to come forward and
join ‘Vittiya Saksharata Abhiyan’ to encourage, create awareness and motivate all
people around them to use a digitally enabled cashless economic system for transfer of
fund.

Israeli scientists create world’s first water-wave laser

Scientists from Israel have created the world’s first ‘water-wave laser’ that emits a beam
through the interaction of light and water waves. The study was conducted by a team of
researchers from Technion-Israel Institute of Technology led by Professor Tal Carmon.
A typical laser can be created when the electrons in atoms become “excited” by energy
absorbed from an outside source causing them to emit radiation in the form of laser
light. However, the water-wave laser showed that water wave oscillations within a liquid
device can also generate laser radiation. 
This laser can be used in ‘lab-on-a-chip’ devices to study cell biology and test new drug
therapies. It can be used in tiny sensors that combine light waves, sound and water
waves. It also offers scientists a playground for studying the interaction of light and fluid
at a scale smaller than the width of a human hair.

National anthem must be played before screening of films: SC

The Supreme Court ordered all cinema halls across the country to play the national
anthem before the screening of films and that all present must "stand up in respect" till
the anthem ended. Cinema halls should also display the national flag on screen when
the anthem is played.
This ruling was held by a bench of Justices Dipak Misra and Amitava Roy.
The bench said it is the duty of every person to show respect when the national anthem
is played or recited or sung under the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act of
1951. Also, it would instill a feeling within one a sense of committed patriotism and
nationalism.

Also read our latest article - South Africa launches clinical trial of experimental vaccine
against AIDS
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--End of Article--

OPEC agrees to first oil
output cut in eight years

For the first time in eight years, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) has agreed to cut oil output, ratcheting down production by 1.2 million barrels
per day in hopes of stabilizing the global oil market.
The decision would be operational from January 2017. Iraq has agreed to 210,000 bpd
cut, followed by the United Arab Emirates (-139,000), Kuwait (-131,000) and Venezuela
(-95,000). 
The decision was taken in the backdrop of more than two years of depressed oil prices.
Since 2014, plunge has halved, due to a supply glut in the market.
OPEC is an intergovernmental organization of 14 nations, founded in 1960
in Baghdad by the first five members, and headquartered since 1965 in Vienna. It
accounts for an estimated 43 percent of global oil production and 73 percent of the
world's "proven" oil reserves.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code comes into effect from 1 December

In a boost for the central government’s efforts to improve the ease of doing business, the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) became operational on 1 December,
2016. The 10-member IBBI will begin to execute its functions of regulating insolvency
professionals and agencies and information utilities under the bankruptcy code.
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2015 was introduced in Lok Sabha in December
2015. It was passed by Lok Sabha on 5 May 2016.
Resolving insolvency is a key component of the ease of doing business rankings
released by the World Bank each year. In early 2016, India was ranked 136 out of 190
countries under the resolving insolvency criterion.

Asia’s first and longest cycle highway inaugurated in Uttar Pradesh

Asia’s first and longest cycle highway was on 26 November 2016 inaugurated in Uttar
Pradesh by state Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav. It is also India’s first cycle highway.
This 207 kms cycle highway connects the Taj City Agra and the Lion Safari at Etawah.
It also crosses the natural beauty of the Chambal and Yamuna rivers on its way.
The track passes through 92 villages across the two districts. It has tourist destinations
like Naugava ka Quila, Raja Bhoj ki Haveli and Bateshwarnath Temple.

Indian Railways floats EOI for MAGLEV Bullet Trains

Indian Railways has floated an expression of interest for developing, constructing and
running an ultra high speed railway system in India on a public private partnership
basis. 
Maglev is a transport method that uses magnetic levitation to move vehicles without
touching the ground. A Maglev train floats above the tracks on a magnetic field.
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Currently, Shanghai Maglev is the fastest train in the world running between Beijing to
Shanghai which clocks about 4331 kmph. 

Maharashtra gets its first cashless village Dhasai

Coping with the recent note ban and Centre's push for digital transaction, Dhasai
village in Thane distrtict’s Murbad taluka  has become the first "cashless village" in
Maharashtra.
The initiative to make this village cashless was taken by Bank of Baroda in
collaboration with NGO Veer Savarkar Pratishthan.
Dhasai was chosen to implement this idea as its population is less than 10,000.

Also read our latest article - 50 Years of United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL)

--End of Article--

Rakesh Asthana
appointed Interim Chairman of CBI

Rakesh Asthana, a Gujarat cadre officer, was given the additional charge of Chairman
of Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). He succeeded Anil Sinha who retired on
December 2, 2016.
For the first time in 10 years and only the second time in the agency's history, the CBI,
India's premier investigating agency, will have no full time chief. 
Asthana, a Gujarat-cadre officer of 1984 batch, guided investigations in many important
cases like Sheena Bora murder case and Vijay Mallya loan default case.

SC approves Centre's "graded response action plan" to tackle pollution in Delhi-NCR

The Supreme Court approved Central Government’s "Graded Response Action Plan"
to tackle different levels of pollution in Delhi-NCR. The action plan was approved by a
bench headed by Chief Justice TS Thakur.
The graded response system was formulated by the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). It outlines measures based on air quality — moderate to poor, very poor,
severe, and severe-plus or emergency. A separate set of action plan has been
suggested for each category.
The system will ensure that certain steps can be automatically introduced. When air
quality dips, the odd-even car rationing formula will kick in, along with closure of
schools, a four-fold hike in parking fee, ban on entry of trucks, and halt in construction
activities.
The bench also asked the board to install real-time and manual pollution monitoring
stations in Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan to check air quality for the
graded response.
The enforcement of action plan will be under orders of Environment Pollution (Control
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and Prevention) Authority (EPCA). 

Dr. Karan Singh re-nominated as Chairman of Auroville Foundation

Karan Singh was re-nominated as the Chairperson of the Governing Board of Auroville
Foundation for a four-year term.
Auroville is an experimental township in the state of Tamil Nadu, with some parts in the
Union Territory of Puducherry. It is recognized as an international living experiment in
human unity, endorsed by the UNESCO and supported by the Indian government.
Auroville Foundation is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Human Resource
Development. It consists of research, educational, service and commercial units
dedicated to the promotion of the ideals of Auroville and of units dedicated to the
uplifting of the population living in the villages surrounding it.

6th Heart of Asia ministerial conference begins at Amritsar

The sixth edition of Heart of Asia (HoA) conference on state-sponsored terrorism
began in Amritsar, Punjab. It was jointly inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani. 
The conference will focus on stabilising war-ravaged Afghanistan along with terrorism.
Over 40 foreign ministers and dignitaries from China, Russia, Iran and United Arab
Emirates, USA, Canada and France besides the European Union are participating in
the conference.
The Heart of Asia - Istanbul Process was established in 2011 to provide a platform to
discuss regional issues, particularly encouraging security, political, and economic
cooperation among Afghanistan and its neighbors. 
The last Heart of Asia met in December 2015 in Islamabad. It seeks to encourage
regional efforts to assist Afghanistan.

NGT bans disposable plastic in Delhi, allows Okhla plant

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned the use of disposable plastic in Delhi and
NCR with effect from January 1, 2017 and directed the city government to take steps to
reduce dumped waste. The decision came from a bench headed by NGT Chairperson
Swatanter Kumar.
However, it refused to shut down the Okhla waste-to-energy plant and issued a slew of
directions for its eco-friendly operation along with two other plants at Gazipur and
Bhalswa.
The bench directed to strictly follow the prescribed norms provided in the Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act and the Solid Waste Management Rules
2016.
Violators will be imposed a fine of Rs 5 lakh for non-compliance of directions and each
pollution incident. It also said that an environment compensation of Rs 10,000 will be
imposed on the vegetable vendors and slaughter houses for throwing garbage in public
places. 

Forgot to Read Yesterday's article on Yoga included in UNESCO's Intangible Cultural
Heritage List
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--End of Article--

Gambia elects new
President Adama Barrow

Adama Barrow, a representative of United Democratic Party, has been declared as the
president of The Gambia by defeating Yahya Jammeh, in his bid for re-election. With
this, barrow becomes the second head of state of second republic of The Gambia
(1996-present). Jammeh’s tenure for five years will end in January 2017.
Barrow received 45 per cent of the total vote. Whereas President Jammeh, who ruled
for 22 years since October 1996, took 36.7% of the vote. Jammeh was followed by a
third party candidate, Mama Kandeh, who got 17.8%.     
The Gambia is the smallest country on mainland Africa, with a population of fewer than
two million. It got its independence in 1965 from the United Kingdom. It is also known
as the smiling coast of West Africa. Its capital is Banjul and currency is Gambian
Pound.

PV Sindhu reaches career-best 7th in latest BWF rankings

The latest badminton World Federation (BWF) Rankings of Women’s singles have
revealed that PV Sindhu rose to her career-high ranking of seventh (7th). While Saina
Nehwal was also in the top 10 at 10th. The list was topped was Tai Tzu Ying of China.
In women’s doubles, Misaki matsutomo and Ayaka Takahashi of Japan have topped
the rankings. Men’s singles rankings was topped by Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia, while
V Shem and Wee Kiong of Malaysia was ranked first in the Men’s Doubles rankings.
The BWF World Ranking is the official ranking of the Badminton World Federation for
badminton players who participate in tournaments sanctioned by Badminton World
Federation. It is used to determine the qualification for the World
Championships and Summer Olympic Games, as well as Super Series tournaments.

AK Jain becomes National President of Bharat Scouts and Guides

Newly elected Dr. Anil Kumar Jain took Oath of the office of National President of The
Bharat Scouts and Guides. He has replaced Ashok Gehlot.
The Bharat Scouts & Guides is a voluntary, non-political, educational movement for
young people, open to all without distinction of origin, race or creed, in accordance with
the purpose, principles and methods conceived by the Founder Lord Baden Powell in
1907.
It is a Registered Society under Societies Registrations Act. It is headquartered in New
Delhi since 1963. The national commissioner of the organization is Bhaidas Iswar
Nagarale.

GDP growth recorded at 7.3% in second quarter of current fiscal

As per CSO, India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew at a healthy rate of 7.3% in
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the July-September quarter i.e Q2 of the fiscal year 2016-17.GDP growth was 7.1% in
the previous quarter. The increase in growth rate was owing to strong consumption
demand. The Indian economy posted a growth of 3 percent, up from 1 per cent growth
in the first quarter. The improvement was mainly in improved performance of the
manufacturing, services and trade sectors.

GDP had grown by 7.6 per cent in the second quarter of the previous fiscal. Also, the
sectors which posted growth of over 7 per cent in the July to September quarter are
public administration, defense, financial, insurance, real estate and professional
services, manufacturing and trade, hotels, transport and communication, and services
related to broadcasting.

General Electric opens its largest global Digital Hub in India 

As a key step forward in digital transformation, American conglomerate General Electric
announced the opening of its largest Digital Hub globally in Bengaluru. GE Digital's
Hub in India is expected to create an additional 1,000 technology positions. 
It will deliver world-class solutions for the Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) for GE's
customers, making it easier for industrial companies to execute a strategic digital
transformation to drive internal productivity.
The Digital Hub is a center for co-creating industrial software and analytics solutions
with customers and GE experts, aimed at solving complex business problems. 

--End of Article--

Usain Bolt wins IAAF
Athlete of the year award

Jamaican champion Usain Bolt has won the IAAF male Athlete of the Year award for a
record sixth time. Ethiopia's Almaz Ayana, who broke the 10,000m world record by over
14 seconds in winning Olympic gold in Rio this summer, won the female award.
The awards were conferred by International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
at a ceremony in Monaco.
Bolt won golds in the 100 meters, 200 meters and 4×100 meters at the 2016 Rio
Olympics, repeating his feats of the 2012 London Games and in Beijing in 2008,
whereas Ayana smashed the world record in the Olympic 10,000 metres.

Poet and former MP Bekal Utsahi passes away

Veteran poet and former Rajya Sabha MP Bekal Utsahi passed away at the age of 88.
He was a congressman close to Indira Gandhi and a Member of Parliament of the
Rajya sabha. In 1976, he received the Padmashree Award for literature. He also
received Yash Bharti Award from Uttar Pradesh Government.
He was born in the year 1928 in the Balrampur district of Uttar Pradesh.

http://www.onlinetyari.com


India's 1st women political party AIWUP launched

For the first time in the history of India, a political party named All India Women United
Party (AIWUP) was launched to fight for their political, legal and social rights and create
a society where equal opportunities exists for both the genders.
Nasim Bano Khan is appointed as the first president of the Party, whereas Advocate
Meena is the first Vice-President of the Party. Lakshmi Krishnan is the General
Secretary of the Party. ‘Bangles’ will be their election symbol. This party will contest the
2017 Punjab and UP assembly elections.
The party seeks to create political awareness among women and provide them a
platform to help fight against any kind of gender based discrimination. It follows the
vision of Rights guaranteed by UN Declarations and Conventions to Women and the
Right to Equality guaranteed by the Constitution of India.

Egypt's top constitutional court upholds law restricting street protests

The Supreme Constitutional Court of Egypt upheld a law that effectively banned
protests, thus settling a years-long court battle and protecting the law from further
challenges.
The law was passed in 2013 amid persistent demonstrations calling for the
reinstatement of Muslim Brotherhood leader Mohamed Mursi after the military overthrew
him following mass protests against his rule.
The law among other requires (i) would-be protesters to notify the interior ministry of any
public gathering of more than 10 people at least three days in advance, (ii) imposes jail
sentences of up to five years for those who violate a broad list of protest restrictions, and
(iii) allows security forces to disperse illegal demonstrations with water cannons, tear
gas and birdshot.

NSE's CEO Chitra Ramkrishna resigns

Chitra Ramkrishna has resigned from the post of Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
National Stock Exchange of India Ltd (NSE). J Ravichandran, the Group President at
NSE, will replace Ramkrishna with immediate effect. 
Chitra has been the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of National Stock
Exchange of India since April 2013. 
National Stock Exchange of India Ltd is located in Mumbai. It was established in 1992
as the first demutualized electronic exchange in the country. It was the first exchange in
the country to provide a modern, fully automated screen-based electronic trading
system which offered easy trading facility to the investors spread across the length and
breadth of the country.

Also read our latest article - International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2016
observed

--End of Article--
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Bismuth superconducts at ultralow temperatures: Scientists

Scientists from Tata Institute of Fundamental Research(TIFR) discovered that pure
Bismuth becomes a superconductor (a material that can conduct electricity without
resistance) at ultralow temperatures (-273.15°C).
Bismuth is a semimetal with a very low number of electrons per given volume. It was
discovered by French chemist Claude François Geoffroy in 1753.
The discovery is significant because hitherto it was beilieved that superconducting
materials must be abundant in free-flowing mobile electrons. But in Bismuth, there’s just
one mobile electron for every 100,000 atoms.
The research was published in the journal Science. The discovery makes Bismuth the
lowest carrier density superconductor ever found - breaking a 50-year record held by
strontium titanate.

Former India footballer and coach Salam passes away

Former India footballer and coach Syed Abdus Salam, who was awarded Best
Defender in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, died at the age of 77.
He represented India under Badru Banerjee at the Melbourne Games
where India finished fourth and was the last Indian football team to have made to the
Olympics. 
Salam had guided India to become joint winners with Iran in the Asian Youth U-19 Cup
in Bangkok in 1974. He also coached Andhra Pradesh and was the first coach of the
Sports Authority of Andhra Pradesh in 1981 and retired as a deputy director.

Russian Scientist develop new cheap way to produce nuclear fuel using electricity

Scientists from Russia have developed a new unique, low-cost method for producing
high-quality nuclear fuel using electricity. It is alternative novel method that forms the
basis of powder metallurgy and involves electric pulse sintering under pressure.
The main type of fuel for nuclear power reactors is the uranium oxide pellet
composition. It is produced from a powder by granulation, pressing, and sintering
(coalescing into a solid or porous mass by heating) with the subsequent control of the
quality and size of the pellets.
In the new method, the mould is heated by passing electric current with the uranium
oxide pellet powder placed in. The uranium oxide fuel is simultaneously influenced by
the powerful pulse discharge and mechanical pressure.

Dutch Parliament approves limited burqa ban

Lawmakers of the Dutch parliament approved a limited ban on “face-covering clothing”
including Islamic veils and robes such as the burqa and niqab.
The Dutch proposal, described by the government as “religion-neutral,” does not go as
far as the complete bans in those countries. However, it applies to public transport and
in education institutions, health institutions such as hospitals, and government
buildings.
With this, the Netherlands became the  fourth country of Europe to impose a ban on
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burqa. The other three countries are France, Belgium and Bulgaria.

Kolkata receives best cities award for tackling climate change

Kolkata, along with 10 other cities from across the globe, has been honoured with the
Best Cities of 2016 Award in recognition of its inspiring and innovative programme with
regard to solid waste management.
Kolkata is the only Indian city to receive the prestigious award. It received the award
during the C40 Mayors Summit held in Mexico City. The project involved 100 percent
door to door collection of solid waste, segregation and recycling by way of compositing
which is sold in the market,
Other cities that won the award are Addis Adaba, Copenhagen, Curitiba, Sydney and
Melbourne, Paris, Portland, Seoul Shenzhen, and Yokohama.

Also read our latest article - UAE-based Indian Kehkashaan Basu wins International
Children's Peace Prize

--End of Article--

Italy PM Matteo
Renzi resigns after Referendum loss

Italian center-left Prime Minister Matteo Renzi announced his resignation after he was
defeated in a referendum to change the constitution. He announced resignation at his
residence, Palazzo Chigi (official residence of Italy's prime minister), and said he would
submit his resignation to Italy’s president, Sergio Mattarella.
In the referendum held on December 4, 2016, almost 60 percent of the Italians voted
against the proposed reforms to Italy’s constitution and parliamentary system.
The defeat of Renzi marks a major victory for anti-establishment and rightwing parties,
namely Five Star Movement and the xenophobic Northern League. It has plunged the
eurozone’s third largest economy into political chaos.

India lift Women’s T20 Asia Cup, beating Pakistan by 17 runs

The Indian Women’s cricket team lifted the Asia Cup Twenty-20 tournament after
defeating Pakistan by 17 runs in the final match at Bangkok. With this, the Indian
women team successfully defended the title which they won in 2012 in
Guangzhou. Overall, it is their sixth Asia Cup crown.
Mithali Raj won Player of the series award. She also hit most runs in the tournament.
While most wickets were taken by Sana Mir.
It was the sixth edition of the cup that started in 2004 and was organized by  Asian
Cricket Council (ACC). Along with India and Pakistan, four other teams participated.
These are Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, hosts Thailand, and Nepal.

New Zealand Prime Minister John Key announces resignation
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New Zealand Prime Minister John Key announced his resignation after more than eight
years in power. He submitted his resignation to the Governor-General Patsy Reddy.
The leader of the National Party, he became the Prime Minister of New Zealand in the
year 2008, ending the nine-year rule of Labour's Helen Clark.
John Key was a successful currency trader before turning to politics. He was elected to
the parliament of New Zealand in 2002 and became the leader of the center-right
National Party in 2006. .

Indian Navy Day observed on December 4

Navy day in India was observed on December 4 to celebrate the magnificence,
achievements and role of the naval force in protecting the national waters and security
of the country. It was the 45th anniversary of the Indian navy.
The Navy Day is observed to commemorate the launch of Operation Trident by the
Indian Navy against Pakistan on 4th December, 1971. In this attack, four Pakistani
vessels were destroyed and Karachi harbour was ravaged. In this operation, INS
Nirghat, INS Nipat and INS Veer had played a pivotal role.
The current Chief  of Naval Staff is Admiral Sunil Lanba and the first Indian Chief of
Naval Staff was Vice Admiral RD Katari (1958). The Maratha emperor, Chhatarpati
Shivaji Bhosle is considered as “Father of the Indian Navy”.

RBI to introduce new 20 & 50 rupee notes

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced to issue new Rs. 20 and Rs. 50 banknotes
in the Mahatma Gandhi Series-2005, with numerals in ascending size in the number
panels and without intaglio printing.
It will carry inset letter 'L' in both the number panels, bearing signature of Dr. Urjit R
Patel, current Governor of RBI, and the year of printing '2016' in reverse.
However, the bank clarified that all the banknotes in the denomination of Rs. 50 and Rs.
20 issued in the past will continue to be legal tender.

Also read our latest article - India and Qatar inked Five agreements

--End of Article--

NITI Aayog to provide Rs
5 lakh per district for encouraging digital payment system

To encourage each district in the country to adopt digital payment system without fear,
the NITI Aayog will be immediately transferring Rs.5 lakh to each district as seed
money to kick start this drive.
For availing the incentive, the district administrative will ensure that individuals
transiting to digital payment mode should do at least two successful transactions by any
of the five methods. These five modes are Unified Payment Interface (UPI),
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Unstructured Supplementary Service Data (USSD), Aadhaar Enabled Payments, e-
wallets and Rupaydebit/credit/prepaid cards.
Also, the top ten best performing districts of India will be awarded the Digital Payment
Champions of India Award by NITI Aayog.

ESIC increases monthly wage limit to Rs 21,000

The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) raised the monthly wage threshold
to Rs 21,000, from the current Rs 15,000, for coverage under its health insurance
scheme. This announcement was made by Labour Minister Bandaru Dattatreya.
It was also decided to give an option to existing insured persons to continue
membership even if their wage breaches the ceiling of Rs 21,000 per month. Currently,
it has 2.6 crore insured persons, which covers over 10 crore people, assuming four
members of a family. 
ESIC scheme is a self-financing social security and health insurance scheme for Indian
workers. This fund is managed by the Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
under ESI Act, 1948. It is an autonomous corporation under Union Ministry of Labour
and Employment created by a statutory order.

Mukesh lifts Panasonic Open, becomes oldest Asian Tour winner

Indian golfer Mukesh Kumar lifted the 2016 Panasonic Open in New Delhi. It was his
first international win since he turned professional 32 years ago.
Kumar’s victory, worth US$72,000, made him the oldest winner on the Asian Tour at the
age of 51 years and 126 days. He is the only non-Indian to finish inside top-10 at the
Asian Tour event, which celebrated its sixth edition this week.
Jyoti Randhawa and Rashid Khan shared the second position. Mithun Perera of Sri
Lanka came third, which was his third consecutive top-five finish at the Panasonic Open
India.

Van der Bellen won Austria's presidential election

In a long and hard-fought election battle, Van der Bellen has been nominated as the
new president of Austria after he defeated his close contender Norbert Hofer.
The election results showed that Van der Bellen won with 53.5 percent of the vote and
Hofer got 46.4 percent of total votes. Bellen is pro-European Union (EU) and represents
liberal to left-of-center views, while Hofer comes from the euroskeptic anti-migrant
Freedom Party. 
Austria is a land-locked country in central Europe. It is bordered by the Czech
Republic and Germany to the north, Hungary and Slovakia to the
east, Slovenia and Italy to the south, and Switzerland and Liechtenstein to the west. Its
capital is Vienna and currency is Euro.

YES Bank launches digital service SIMsePAY

Private sector lender YES Bank has launched a digital banking service, 'SIMsePAY ',
whereby any account holder can do money transfers, pay utility bills, and other mobile
banking services without the need for a smartphone or Internet.
SIMsePAY is a wafer-thin sticker that can be pasted on to any type of SIM card. This
sticker installs a SIM Tool Kit (STK)-based application which can be accessed by the
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customer on any mobile phone without the need for Internet connectivity.
It will cater to the large section of the unbanked Indian population. It plans to garner a
base of 5 lakh users by 2017.

Also read our latest article - IIT Kharagpur scientists develops a tiny blood pH sensor

--End of Article--

Indo-UK bilateral
maritime exercise 'Konkan 16' begins

KONKAN 16, the annual bilateral maritime exercise between the Indian Navy and the
Royal Navy of United Kingdom, began on December 5, 2016. The 2016 edition will be
held from December 05 to December 12 at at Mumbai and Goa.
The maritime exercise will be conducted in two phases. The first phase (December 05-
09) at Mumbai will be a Command Planning exercise. The second phase (December
09-12) at Goa will  be a LIVE EXERCISE (LIVEX), involving interaction between the IN
Marine Commandos (MARCOs) and the Royal Marines. 
The exercise KONKAN is named after the Western coastal region of India and was
institutionalised in 2004. Since then, the exercise hosted in rotation by both the Navies,
has grown in complexity, scale and intensity.

O Panneerselvam sworn in as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

Senior AIADMK leader O. Panneerselvam was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu following the death of incumbent Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa. He was
administered the oath of office and secrecy by Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao.
He was sworn-in as the Chief Minister of TN for the third time. Earlier, he had served as
CM of the state for two brief periods, viz., in 2001-02 and 2014-15. Both the time he
served as stop-gap CM after Jayalalithaa was unseated from the post by the courts on
corruption charges.
Previously, he had served in Jayalalithaa’s government as Minister of Revenue
Department, Minister for Public Works and Finance Minister.

AirAsia India appoints Amar Abrol as Managing Director

Malaysian low-cost airline AirAsia announced the appointment of Amar Abrol as its
Managing Director in addition to his role as Chief Executive Officer (CEO).
He holds over two decades of experience in different markets including Hong Kong,
Singapore, the UK and Malaysia.
Chennai-headquartered low cost airline AirAsia India is a joint venture between AirAsia
Berhad (holding 49 percent stake), Tata Sons (40.06 percent) and Telestra Tradeplace
(10 percent), a company owned by Arun Bhatia.

World Soil Day: 5 December
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The World Soil Day was observed on December 5, 2016 by Rome-based UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
The theme for this year is “Soils and pulses, a symbiosis for life”. The theme focuses on
the positive contributions of pulses to soil properties, such as fixing the atmosphere
nitrogen and improving its biodiversity, fertility and structure.
The purpose of this day is to raise awareness worldwide of the importance
of soils for food security, agriculture, as well as in mitigation of climate change, poverty
alleviation, and sustainable development.
The 68th UN General Assembly (UNGA) in December 2013 declared 5th of December
as the World Soil Day after FAO Conference in June 2013 made a proposal in regard to
this to UNGA. The actual idea was proposed by International Union of Soil Sciences
(IUSS) in 2002. 

International Volunteer Day: 5 December

The International Volunteer Day (IVD) was observed across the world on December 05,
2016. It is also known as International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social
Development.
This year the theme is "Global Applause – give volunteers a hand". The
theme recognises the volunteers worldwide and their efforts in making peace and
sustainable development a reality.
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) through a resolution on 17 December
1985 adopted the day. This day is a chance for individual volunteers, communities and
organizations to promote their contributions to development at the local, national and
international levels.

--End of Article--

Stanpan Suraksha app
launched to promote breastfeeding

Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram launched ‘Stanpan Suraksha’ mobile
application to promote breastfeeding and baby food items. The mobile application has
been developed by the Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India (BPNI).
It also has a city-wise database of trained breastfeeding counsellor to educate and
provide assistance to mothers during antenatal and postnatal period.
Reports say that 79% of the babies are delivered in institutions, out of which only 45%
given breastmilk in the first hour. To address the issue, Government had
launched Mothers’ Absolute Affection (MAA) programme.

B S Bhullar appointed Chief of Directorate General of Civil Aviation

B.S. Bhullar has been appointed as the Chief of the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).
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Currently, he is working as an Additional Secretary in Civil Aviation Ministry and also
holding the additional charge of the DGCA.
He replaced M Sathiyavathy, who has been named as new Union Labour Secretary.
She was the first woman chief of the aviation regulator.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulatory body for civil aviation
under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. It investigates aviation accidents and incidents. It is
headquartered in New Delhi.

7th World Ayurveda Congress held in Kolkata

The seventh edition of World Ayurveda Congress (WAC) was held at Science City in
Kolkata to facilitate development and growth of AYUSH system of medicine comprising
Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy.
It was organised by the World Ayurveda Foundation with the support of the Union
Ministry of AYUSH. The theme of the Congress was ‘Strengthening the Ayurveda
Ecosystem’       
Earlier, the AYUSH ministry had organised AROGYA Expo to facilitate development
and growth of AYUSH system of medicine in Kolkata.

Amazon launches global startup program ‘Launchpad’ in India

E-commerce giant Amazon has launched its global startup program ‘Launchpad’ in
India. The program will enable Indian startups to sell their products overseas. For this,
Amazon India has tied up with Start Up India initiative of Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP), NASSCOM and Indian Angel Network.
The Amazon Launchpad was started in 2015. It aims to help startups to sell, market,
and deliver their products to gain more visibility. It will provide an exceptional
opportunity for Indian Startups to get access to big consumer markets nationally and
internationally.
Through this program small entrepreneurs and innovators can leverage Amazon’s
online platform to increase scale of their businesses and get easy access to global
markets.

Internet population in India to touch 600 mn by 2020

According to the Associate Chambers of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) - Deloitte
joint study, internet user in India is expected to almost double to 600 million users by
2020 from current 343 million users. 
With increased 4G and 3G penetration, the Internet user base in India is rapidly
expanding and has reached a penetration of over 27 %. However, it is still low
compared to 50.3 % penetration in China.
The study also reports that India is the second largest mobile phone market globally
with over 1 billion mobile subscriptions. Of this, smartphone users account for
approximately 240 million subscriptions which are expected to grow to 520 million by
2020.

Also read our latest article - Over eight and half million died of cancer in 2015, says
report
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--End of Article--

Earth Sciences Ministry
launches Winter Fog Experiment (WIFEX 2016-17)

Union Minister of Earth Sciences (MoES) Harsh Vardhan launched the Winter Fog
Experiment (WIFEX) for the year 2016-17. It was launched to study the dynamics of
extended periods of fog in northern parts of India.
The intensive ground-based measurement and obervational campaign will be
conducted at Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGIA), New Delhi to understand
different physical and chemical features of Fog.
WIFEX aims to achieve better understanding of fog life cycle and ultimately improve
capability in fog prediction. It will help to develop better casting up to next 6 hours and
forecasting of winter fog system on various time and spatial scales.
Maximum fog occurrence over the Northwest India during December - February time
period is about 48 days (visibility < 1000m) per year. All India annual morning poor
visibility days (PVD <4 km) has increased from 6.7 to 27.3 % days. 

Union Environment Ministry notified Eco-Sensitive Zone in Sanjay Gandhi National
Park

Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFC) notified the Eco-
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) area in Sanjay Gandhi National Park in Mumbai suburb, with a
view to avoid man-animal conflict.
This ESZ area will be of 59.46 sq kms of which 19.25 sq km is forest land and 40.21 sq
km is non-forest land. Also, no construction will take place in the ESZ area.
Sanjay Gandhi National Park is spread over three districts – Palgar, Thane and
Mumbai Suburb and falls within the Tehsils of Kurla, Borivalli and Thane.
Notable species in the park are large mammalian species such as leopard, four-horned
antelope, black-naped hare, and wild cat among others. It is also home to many bird
species such as Lesser grebe, Purple Heron, Smaller Egret, Lesser Whistling Teal,
Pariah Kite.
The Eco-Sensitive Zone has a minimum extent of 100 metres and maximum extent of
up to 4 km from the Park boundary.  The objective of notifying ESZ is to create a buffer
as further protection around Protected Areas (PAs) such as National Parks and Wildlife
sanctuaries.  

Justice J S Khehar to be the 44th Chief Justice of India

Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar will be the next Chief Justice of India (CJI). He will be
sworn in as the 44th CJI by the President Pranab Mukherjee on January 4, 2017.
He is appointed for 8 months from January 4, 2017 till August 4, 2017. Also, he will be
the first Sikh CJI of the country. He will replace Tirath Singh Thakur.     
The Chief Justice of India (CJI) is the head of the judiciary of India and the Supreme
Court of India. Article 124 of the Constitution of India provides for the manner of
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appointing judges to the Supreme Court. H. J Kania was the first CJI.

Bernard Cazeneuve replaces Manuel Valls as French PM

The French president, François Hollande, nominated Bernard Cazeneuve to head the
French government as prime minister until a presidential election in May 2017.
Cazeneuve, the Minister of the Interior in French Government, replaced Manuel Valls,
who resigned after announcing his bid to become France’s next president.
He is a lawyer by training, has been an MP since 1997 and was mayor of Cherbourg
between 2001 and 2012.

RBI announces Fifth Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy statement

Post-demonetisation, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced its first and overall fifth
bi-monthly Monetary Policy statement, 2016-17. The main highlights are: 
Giving a shocker to the market, RBI Governor Urijit Patel kept the Repo rate unchanged
at 6.25%. Consequently, the reverse repo rate remains unchanged at 5.75%, and the
marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate at 6.75%.
The decision of the MPC is consistent with an accommodative stance of monetary
policy in consonance with the objective of achieving consumer price index (CPI)
inflation at 5% by Q4 of 2016-17 and the medium-term target of 4% within a band of +/-
2%, while supporting growth. 

 Also read our latest article - Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu J Jayalalithaa passes away

--End of Article--

5th IEF – IGU Ministerial
Gas Forum held in New Delhi

The fifth edition of International Energy Forum (IEF) – International Gas Union (IGU)
Ministerial Gas Forum was held in New Delhi.
The theme of the forum is “Gas for Growth: Improving economic prosperity and living
standards”. The Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas hosted the prestigious
biennial Ministerial Forum with support from GAIL (India) Limited and the Natural Gas
Society of India.
To facilitate future gas demand growth trajectories, the delegates at the Forum
committed to the Joint Organizations Data Initiative (JODI-Gas) and the JODI 5-Year
Plan adopted at the 15th International Energy Forum meeting in September 2016 in
Algiers.
The Forum aims to better understand the current state of play in the global gas industry
and how the gas sector can contribute to sustainable growth and secure energy future.

Noted journalist Cho Ramaswamy passes away
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Senior political satirist Srinivasa Iyer Ramaswamy, commonly known as Cho
Ramaswamy, died in Chennai. He was suffering from Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disorder (COPD) and died at the age of 82.
He got the name "Cho" from a character he enlivened on the stage in a play called
"Thenmozhiyal."
He scripted nearly 23 stage plays. He acted in 200 films, directed four and scripted
another 14. He launched Tamil magazine Thuglak in 1970.
He considered the magazine a government critic and a responsible opposition. He was
a nominated member of the Rajya Sabha from 1999 to 2005.

Chandrababu Naidu launches AP Purse mobile app to promote digital transactions

Andhra Pradesh government launched an application- AP Purse to help people to
perform cashless transactions using mobile wallets. With this, Andhra Pradesh the first
state in India to completely switch to digital transactions.
AP Purse is an Android app that compiles various mobile payment apps and tools. With
this, the government hopes to create awareness and expand adoption of digital wallets,
especially outside bigger urban areas.
It will educate citizens and merchants on benefits of using cashless transactions and
safety precautions to be taken while transacting online.

Bank Mitra, SHG to act as banking correspondents in Odisha

Odisha government decided to expedite process of recruiting bank correspondents
from Bank Mitras and Self Help Groups (SHGs) members. Banks will appoint Banking
correspondents through the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM).
The State Finance Secretary T K Pandey also announced that these correspondents
will be appointed in about 1000 unbanked Gram Panchayats under 107 blocks. These
unbanked areas are facing difficulties post-demonetisation. 
The apex agricultural bank NABARD will provide 599 Very Small Aperture Terminals
(VSATs), a type of satellite ground station, to banks in places where Internet facilities
are not available.

Board of Inquiry constituted to look into INS Betwa incident

The Indian Navy constituted a Board of inquiry (BoI) under a Rear Admiral to look into
guided-missile frigate INS Betwa's accident at the Mumbai naval dockyard.
The Navy has vowed to take strict action against any personnel found guilty of lapses
for the unprecedented incident.
INS Betwa is a Brahmaputra-class guided missile frigate in the Indian Navy. It was
commissioned on July 7, 2004. On December 5, 2016, this 3,850-tonne Brahmaputra-
class frigate, listed over by 90 degrees to its port side while undocking from a graving
dock in Mumbai after repairs.

Also read our latest article - MERCOSUR revokes membership of Venezuela
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--End of Article--

Trump named Times
Person of the Year 2016

Donald Trump, the US President-elect has been named the TIME magazine's Person
of the Year 2016. With this, he joins Obama, Hitler and Stalin on list of people deemed
most influential ‘for better or for worse’
The cover of the magazine termed him as the ‘President of the Divided States of
America’ as his presidential campaign divided the nation bitterly, which close to half the
US considered racist and sexist.
Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi won the magazine's online readers' poll for
Person of the Year 2016. He also won it in 2014, the year in which he was elected PM.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel was the TIME's Person of the Year 2015.

Indian Army launches Veterans Outreach Android App

General Dalbir Singh, Chief of Army Staff, launched a mobile app named "Veterans
Outreach App" to reach out to Army veterans, and create an interactive mechanism.
This app was prepared under the aegis of Directorate of Indian Army Veterans (DIAV).
This app has specific features like ‘Ask a question’ and ‘Locator Services’ that enable
locating Ex-Serviceman Cells, ECHS Polyclinics, Station Canteens and Sainik Aram
Grahs all across the country.
It also facilitates ‘Finding Coursemates’ from amongst veterans who are registered on
the Indian Army Veterans Portal to enable them to reconnect with old mates. 

UK PM Theresa May wins vote in Parliament backing her timetable for Brexit

In a symbolic victory, British Prime Minister Theresa May won a vote in Parliament
backing her timetable for negotiating Britain's exit from the European Union
(BREXIT).
MPs voted in the House of Commons 461 to 89 in favour of May triggering Article 50 of
Lisbon Treaty by 31 March 2017, which will start the formal talks with the 28-member
EU on Britain's exit.
The vote also supported a Labour motion calling for Parliament to "properly scrutinise"
the government in its proposals for leaving the EU by 448 votes to 75 - a margin of 373.
Also know What Theresa May’s recent visit (November 2016) means to India.

Petrotech-2016 awards presented

Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented the Petrotech-2016 Awards during the 12th

edition of India’s flagship biennial international oil and gas conference and exhibition,
PETROTECH-2016 in New Delhi.
It was organized by Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. The theme for this event
was “Hydrocarbons to fuel the future - Choices and Challenges”.
Lifetime Achievement Awards in Upstream, Downstream and Midstream have been
conferred on Avinash Chandra, P.S. Teckchandani, C R Prasad respectively. In
addition, Lifetime Achievement Awards in R&D and Lifetime Achievement Award
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International were conferred on Paul Ratnasamy and Igor Ivanovich respectively.
Rising Star Award for Start-ups in Hydrocarbon sector was given to Planys Tech Pvt Ltd
and Sustainability and Corporate Social Responsibility (Corporate) was given to Cairn
India Ltd.

International Civil Aviation Day observed on December 7, 2016

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) observed the International Civil
Aviation Day on December 7, 2016. For 2015-2018 inclusive the Council has selected
the following theme: “Working Together to Ensure No Country is Left Behind”.
The purpose of this day is to help generate and reinforce worldwide awareness on the
importance of international civil aviation to the social and economic development of
States and help to cooperate and realize a truly global rapid transit network at the
service of mankind.
The day was established in 1994 on the 50th anniversary of ICAO. In 1996, the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) officially recognized 7 December as International
Civil Aviation Day.

Must read article on the eve of International Civil Aviation Day – Civil Aviation Policy of
India and 5/20 rule.

--End of Article--

MCC World Cricket
Committee recommends law restricting bat edge and depth

The MCC World Cricket Committee in its two-day meeting at Mumbai has made some
game-changing recommendations, with the most important being the call for regulating
the size of bat edges and the overall width (depth) of bats.
On thickness of edge and depth of bat, the committee recommended to fix an upper limit
to the thickness of the edge to 40 mm and the depth or spine of the bat at 67 mm.
Some other recommendations, among others, include

'Red card' is recommended only in cases of physical violence, that include
threatening an umpire, physical assault of umpire, player or spectator or any other
case of physical violence. 
A call for promotion and relegation in Test cricket, as well as "a pinnacle event
between the top two teams" - effectively a final - to be contested every two years.
A call to change Law 42.15, which is also called Mankad Law, to ensure clarity
over the issue of running out the non-striking batsman who leaves the crease
before the point of release.

These recommendations will be put forth to the main committee of the MCC for approval
before they become Laws of the game.

EU clears $26 billion Microsoft-LinkedIn deal
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The European Union (EU) approved the Microsoft’s USD 26 billion acquisition of
LinkedIn Corporation. However, this approval is on the condition that Microsoft will
allow other professional networking sites access to programming commands for its
Office applications and cloud-computing services for the next five years.
In addition, it must grant computer manufacturers the option not to install the LinkedIn
shortcut on desktop devices.
As per the agreement, Microsoft will acquire LinkedIn for USD 196 per share in an all-
cash transaction valued at 26.2 billion dollar, inclusive of LinkedIn’s net cash. As per
the deal, LinkedIn will retain its distinct brand, culture and independence.

IOC, BPCL, HPCL join hands to set up India's biggest oil refinery

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corporation (BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp (HPCL) signed a pact to build India's biggest oil refinery at a cost of
$30 billion in Mahashtra state.
It will have the capacity to produce 60-million tonne (mt) a year. IOC will hold a 50
percent stake in the project, while BPCL and HPCL will have 25 percent each.
Currently, Reliance Industries holds the distinction of building the biggest refinery of
India at Jamnagar in Gujarat with a capacity of 33 mt. 
India has a refining capacity of 232.06 mt, which exceeded the demand of 183.5 mt in
2015-16. According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), this demand is expected
to reach 458 mt by 2040. 

Vardah: Third cyclone to form over Bay of Bengal during N-E Monsoon

A cyclonic depression, Vardah, has formed over the Bay of Bengal. This is the first time
in three years that three cyclones have developed in that sea in one year during
the north-east monsoon season. The depression lay centred around 1,180 km south-
southeast of Visakhapatnam and 310 km south-southwest of Port Blair. 
Earlier, a cyclonic storm named "Cyclone Kyant" formed at the end of October 2016. It
gave a good spells of rain over the east coast. It was followed by "Cyclone Nada" in
November end, which gave good rains over Chennai and other areas of Tamil Nadu.
A cyclone or tropical cyclone is a large scale air mass that rotates around a strong
center of low atmospheric pressure. They are usually characterized by inward spiraling
winds that rotate. They are formed when warm, moist air over the ocean waters near
equator rises upward and causes an area of lower air pressure below.

Helen Martin wins Turner Prize for the year 2016

Helen Marten has won the 2016 Turner Prize for being the UK’s most exciting young
artists. She won £25,000 prize at a ceremony held at London’s Tate Britain gallery.
Earlier this month, she also won the £30,000 Hepworth Prize for Sculpture.
Turner prize is an annual prize presented to a British visual artist under the age of 50.
This prize is organised by the Tate gallery and staged at Tate Britain. It is named after
the English painter J. M. W. Turner.

Also read our latest article - Singapore tops latest OECD PISA global education survey
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--End of Article--

Himachal Pradesh
becomes 18th State to join UDAY

Union Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the State
of Himachal Pradesh and the State DISCOM under the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance
Yojana (UDAY) for operational and financial turnaround of the DISCOM. With this,
Himachal Pradesh became the 18th State to sign MoU under UDAY.
An overall net benefit of approximately Rs. 823 crores would accrue to the State by
opting to participate in UDAY.
The Union Government had launched UDAY scheme in 2015 to provide a permanent
solution for financial turnaround and revival of Power Distribution companies (discoms).

Railways Ministry launches Website of National Rail Plan, 2030

In a further move to take the Indian Railways at an advanced level, Suresh Prabhakar
Prabhu , Minister of Railways launched the website of National Rail Plan, 2030. The
website is www.nationalrailplan.in.
It is intended to provide long term perspective to planning for augmenting the railway
network in consultation with all the stakeholders including State Governments, public
representatives and other relevant Central Ministries.
NRP-2030 will endeavour to harmonise and integrate the rail network with other modes
of transport and create synergy for achieving seamless multi modal transportation
network across the country. It will also integrate planning and optimize cost of the
transportation network by laying the new railway lines and new highways together in
tunnels and over mega-bridges.

Uttarakhand HC orders liqour, tobacco ban in three Districts

Uttarakhand High Court has directed the state government to impose complete
prohibition on the possession, distribution, collection, sale, purchase or consumption of
alcohol/liquor in Rudraprayag, Chamoli and Uttarkashi districts, from the next financial
year i.e. 2017-2018.
The division bench of Justice Rajiv Sharma and Justice Alok Singh invoked Article 47
of the Directive Principles of State Policy of the Indian Constitution. The Article 47
states that  “the state shall endeavour to bring about prohibition of the consumption of
intoxicating drinks and of drugs which are injurious to health.”

President presents Shilp Guru Awards, National Awards for Master Craftpersons for
2015

President Pranab Mukherjee presented Shilp Guru Awards and National Awards for
Master Craftspersons in New Delhi. The awards were given to master craftspersons for
the year 2015.
The Shilp Guru Awards were launched by the Development Commissioner
(Handicrafts) on 15th November, 2002, to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the
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resurgence of Handicrafts in India. It comprises of a gold coin, Rs. 2 lakh in cash, a
Tamarapatra, an Angavastram and a certificate.
National Award for Master craftspersons is conferred since 1965 to give recognition to
the outstanding craftspersons in the Handicraft sector. It consists of Rs.1 lakh in cash, a
Tamrapatra, an Angavastram and a certificate. 
Both the awards are conferred to a craftsperson only once in a lifetime, to encourage
master craftspersons to maintain excellence in craftsmanship and keep alive old
tradition.

Astronaut John Glenn, the 1st American to Orbit Earth, dies

Former US astronaut John Glenn, the first American to orbit Earth, died at the age of
95. He was the last of NASA's original seven astronauts to die.
He was best known for circling the world three times on board the Mercury capsule
"Friendship 7" before splashing down in the Atlantic Ocean on 20 February 1962.
After returning to Earth, in 1974 he was elected as a Democrat to the US Senate, where
he served for 24 years.
At the age of 77, he also became the oldest person, worldwide, to fly into space. He
went to the orbit aboard the space shuttle Discovery.

Also read our latest article - Union Cabinet Decisions: 07 December

--End of Article--

International Anti-
Corruption Day observed

International Anti-Corruption Day was observed on 9 December. It is observed every
year since the passage of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption on 31
October 2003.
The theme of the day for 2016 is ‘United against corruption for development, peace and
security’. This day promotes, facilitates and supports international cooperation and
technical assistance in the prevention of and fight against corruption.
Every year $1 trillion is paid in bribes while an estimated $2.6 trillion are stolen
annually through corruption – a sum equivalent to more than 5 percent of the global
GDP. In developing countries, according to the United Nations Development
Programme, funds lost to corruption are estimated at 10 times the amount of official
development assistance.

SECI to launch 1000 MW Rooftop Solar PV Scheme for Government Sector

Th Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI), in association with Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy, has launched a tender of 1000 MW capacity for the development of
grid-connected rooftop solar capacity. This will help fulfill Government’s target for
installation of 40 GW rooftop solar power plants by the year 2022.
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This will be installed at the buildings of the Central Government
Ministries/Departments. SECI will also introduce a Payment Security Mechanism, with
the assurance of all rightful payments to the SPDs under RESCO model. 
This would be the largest rooftop tender to be launched by SECI. SECI has already
commissioned over 54 MW capacity of rooftop solar projects under multiple government
schemes.

India designated a “Major Defence Partner” of the US

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar and the United States Secretary of Defence Ashton
Carter finalised India’s designation as a "Major Defense Partner" of the United States.
This was announced in the India-US joint statement issued on Carter’s visit to New
Delhi.
The designation as a Major Defense Partner is a status unique to India and
institutionalises the progress made to facilitate defence trade and technology-sharing
with India to a level at par with that of the United States’ closest allies and partners, and
ensures enduring cooperation into the future.

Two additional coaches of Lifeline Express inaugurated

The Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, J.P. Nadda and Minister for
Railways, Suresh Prabhu, inaugurated two additional coaches of the Lifeline Express
(LLE) to existing five-coach. The additional two coaches will cater cancer and family
health services.
The additional coaches will be used for detection & control of oral, breast and cervical
cancer, and prevention of stroke and for family health services. The augmented train
will commence its 178th Lifeline Express project at Satna, in Madhya Pradesh from
December 15, 2016 till January 5, 2017.
Till date the train has performed more than one lakh surgeries for restoration of mobility,
vision, hearing and correction of facial deformities at 177 projects across India.
On July 16, 1991, the Lifeline Express (LLE), the world’s first hospital on a train,
chugged out of Victoria Terminus (now Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus) on its maiden
journey. 

28th State Information Ministers Conference inaugurated

Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has organized the 28th edition of State
Information Ministers Conference in New Delhi. It will be chaired by M. Venkaiah Naidu,
Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting.
The two-day conference is intended to promote partnership in the dissemination
process between Centre and States, enabling effective communication with the people
and on sector specific collaboration in the Films, Broadcasting and Information sector. 
Some of the issues like Facilitation of Film shooting in the country both Domestic and
Foreign, National Film Heritage Mission, Most Film Friendly State award and screening
of Public Service Awareness Films are being discussed.

Also read our latest article - Hindi ranked 10th on Powerful Language Index (PLI)
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--End of Article--

India’s biggest and first
ever crop insurance claim distribution programme launched in MP

The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh (MP) Shivraj Singh Chouhan inaugurated the
Prime Minister Crop Insurance Scheme (PMCIS) in the state on December 12, 2016.
The Scheme was announced by PM Narendra Modi in Sehore district on February 18
2016.
On this eve, the MP government started India's biggest and first ever crop insurance
claim distribution programme. It was started from Ujjain district in which claims worth Rs
4,416 crore will be distributed to 20.4 lakh farmers of the state. Gradually, it will cover all
the 51 districts of the state.
Farmers who lost kharif crop in 2015 due to natural calamities are being
benefited under this scheme. Earlier,  Rs 4,600 crore relief amount was distributed from
state disaster fund against that loss to Kharif crops in 2015.

India-UK Conference on Ease of Doing Business held in New Delhi

The India-UK Conference on Ease of Doing Business was jointly inaugurated by
Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP)
and Dominic Asquith, British High Commissioner in New Delhi. This follows the
commitments made by UK Prime Minister Theresa May and her Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi in November 2016. To get the full coverage, read Visit of Theresa
May and Indo-UK relations.
This conference will provide a forum for experts from both countries to share best
practice and make the connections that will lead to further collaboration in the future.
The discussion covered key areas like regulatory reform, inspection reform, tax
administration, trade facilitation, electricity provision, insolvency, land registry and
standards.

Kerala Government launches Haritha Keralam Mission

Kerala Government launched Haritha Keralam Mission, a comprehensive programme
for creating a new sustainable development perspectives in the state.
It was launched by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in the state capital
Thiruvananthapuram. Singer K.J. Yesudas and actor Manju Warrier are the mission
ambassador.
This mission focuses on water conservation, sanitation, environmental protection, and
paddy cultivation. It aims to clear and remove waste from all water bodies in the state,
ensure disposal of solid waste and removal of waste water and increase the area of
land under cultivation.

FSSAI bans use of newspapers for packing food

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the use of
newspapers for wrapping and packing of food items.
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Use of newspaper can cause serious health concerns due to contamination of food
items by newspaper ink, which contains bioactive materials, harmful pigments, colours,
additives, chemical contaminants and even pathogenic microorganisms that may pose
potential risk to human health. Also, it brings greater risk of acquiring cancer-related
health complications.
The FSSAI is an autonomous body established in 2011 under the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare. Ashish Bahuguna is the chairperson of FSSAI and it is headquartered
in New Delhi.

Justice Mian Saqib Nisar appointed next Chief Justice of Pakistan

Justice Mian Saqib Nisar was appointed as the 25th Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan by the President Mamnoon Hussain. He will replace Justice Anwar Zaheer
Jamali on December 31, 2016.
Currently, he is the Senior Justice of the Supreme Court of Pakistan since 10
September 2015. He has been Justice of the Supreme Court since 18 February 2010
and served as judge of Lahore High Court prior to that. 
Supreme Court of Pakistan was established on August 14, 1947 and is located in
Islamabad. It is composed of One Chief Justice, 16 Justices and two ad-hoc Judges.
The retirement age of Judge of Supreme Court of Pakistan is 65 years of age.

Also read our latest article - Hindi ranked 10th on Powerful Language Index (PLI)    

--End of Article--

Watal Committee
constituted on Digital Payments submits its Final Report

The Committee on Digital Payments constituted on August 23, 2016 by the Ministry of
Finance submitted its Final Report. This 11-member committee was headed by Ratan
P. Watal, Principal Advisor, NITI Aayog and former Finance Secretary to the
Government of India.
Recommendations of the Committee

A medium-term strategy for accelerating growth of Digital Payments in India with a
regulatory regime which is conducive to bridging the Digital divide by promoting
competition, open access & interoperability in payments.
The inclusion of financially and socially excluded groups and assimilation of
emerging technologies in the market, while safeguarding security of Digital
Transactions and providing level playing to all stakeholders and new players who
will enter this new transaction space. 
Inter-operability of the payments system between banks and non-banks, up-
gradation of the digital payment infrastructure and institutions and a framework to
reward innovations and for leading efforts in enabling digital payments.
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Must Read Article - Union Government announces Package for Promotion of Digital
and Cashless Economy

Govt launches Digidhan campaign to promote digital transactions

Union IT Minister Ravishankar Prasad launched Digidhan Abhiyan, to enable every
citizen, small traders and merchants to adopt digital payments in their everyday
financial transactions.
He has also lunched Digishala TV Channel. It is a free-to-air channel to educate people
about digital payment and is available on DTH service. It will initially be available in
Hindi and English and later in local languages as well.
Digital mode of payment has witnessed an unprecedented upsurge from four hundred
to one thousand percent. The user base of e-wallet has surged up to 63 lakh from 17
lakh transaction per day. Transactions through Rupay cards have also gone up from
3.85 lakh to 16 lakh per day.

India, Vietnam sign N-pact, three other agreements

India and Vietnam on December 09, 2016 signed a civil nuclear cooperation
agreement. Besides, other three agreements were also signed, viz., enhancing aviation
links, jointly working in the area of energy efficiency, and promotion of parliamentary
cooperation. 
These four pacts, aimed at boosting the relations, were signed by Sumitra Mahajan, Lok
Sabha Speaker and Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, visiting President of Vietnam's National
Assembly following their talks on enhancing the ties.
Vietnam is the easternmost country on the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Its
capital is Hanoi and Currency is Dong. Tr?n ??i Quang and Nguy?n Xuân Phúc are the
President and Prime Minister of the country.

SC modifies National Anthem order, exempts differently abled

The Supreme Court modified its order on the National Anthem and exempted physically
handicapped persons from standing before screening of a movie in cinema halls across
the nation.
It also clarified that its direction to close the entry gates of cinema halls when the
national anthem is played did not amount to bolting the door.
Its previous order was modified by a bench comprising of Justice Dipak Misra and
Justice Amitava Roy. The previous order was modified, while the bench was hearing a
plea seeking a recall of its order mandating playing of the National Anthem before
screening of films.

Rajasthan High Court strikes down SBC quota for Gujjars, 5 other communities

Rajasthan High Court struck down State Government’s notification to provide five
percent quota to Gujjars and five other communities namely Banjara/Baldiya/Labana,
Gadiya Lohar/Gadoliya, Gujar/Gurjar, Raika/Rebari/Debasi and Gadariya/Gadri/Gayari.
The court noted that the State had exceeded the 50 percent limit of reservation laid
down by the Supreme Court.
In 2008, previous BJP government had passed a Bill providing 5 percent reservation to
Socially Backward Class and 14 percent to Economically Backward Class but it was
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stayed by the High Court. This time the government decided to bring in separate Bills
for both the categories.

Also read our latest article - DST-Intel Collaborative Research for Real-Time River
Water and Air Quality Monitoring

--End of Article--

Hailakandi first district
in Assam to pay through bank accounts

In Assam, Hailakandi has become the first district to pay wages to tea garden workers
through individual bank accounts for cashless transactions to the plantation workers.
At least 504 workers of Burnie Braes tea estate received their wages through bank
accounts and the payment was made through five Banking Correspondents (CSPs) of
Assam Gramin Vikash Bank.
Following recent demonetisation, the state government had set December 15 as the
deadline for cashless transactions to tea plantation workers.    

India and Israel to step-up Science and Technology Cooperation

India and Israel have agreed to step-up Science and Technology Cooperation. This
agreement was signed during the visit of Ofir Akunis, Israeli S&T and Space Minister
to New Delhi.
Both the nations agreed to give boost to the bilateral cooperation in science and
technology under the aegis of the S&T Agreement concluded
between India and Israel in 1993. 
The international industrial R&D cooperation of Department of Science & Technology
(DST) with MATIMOP, the Israeli Industry Center for R&D, will be administered through
the Global Innovation and Technology Alliance (GITA) - platform of Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII).

45th All India Police Science Congress in Kerala

The 45th edition of All India Police Science Congress was held at Kovalam,
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. It was jointly organized by Bureau of Police Research
and Development (BPR&D) in association with Kerala Police.
The main objective of this prestigious national event was to provide a common platform
to the various police forces/units, social scientists, forensic experts and other
stakeholders to deliberate on selected themes of topical interest to the Indian Police. 
The theme for this year was Use of Technology for Better Investigation Counter
Terrorism and De-radicalization, Use of Appropriate Non-lethal Measures for Crowd
Control,Traffic Management to Reduce Fatalities in Road Accidents. The First All India
Police Science Congress was held in 1960 at Patna, Bihar. 
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Researchers found novel route to discover new drug targets

Researchers from the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
(ICGEB), Delhi have found a novel route to discover new drug targets and potential
drugs.
These new drug targets route and potential drugs are mainly for parasites such as Loa
loa nematode (roundworm) and Schistosoma mansoni platyhelminths (flatworm) that
cause several diseases.
Both these parasites are the major cause of health burden, particularly in African
countries. They have limited treatment options and there is the threat of drug resistance.

BRICS nations to share tax information automatically to eliminate tax evasion

The BRICS countries have agreed to share tax information automatically as per their
commitment to ensure the fairness of the international tax system.
They have reaffirmed their commitment to prevent of base erosion and shifting of profits
(BEPS), exchange of tax information and capacity building of developing countries.
They also reiterated their endorsement for global Common Reporting Standard for
Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) on a reciprocal basis to prevent cross-border
tax evasion.

Also read our latest article - International Human Rights Day: 10 December

--End of Article--

Google parent
Alphabet named company of the year by Fortune

Google parent Alphabet has been named the company of the year by Fortune
magazine in its annual Blue Ribbon ranking. Gilead Sciences, Nike and Accenture
were ranked second, third and fourth respectively on the Blue Ribbon list.
The list recognises the “best of the best” organisations that have appeared on four or
more Fortune lists in 2016 like Fortune 500 and Most Admired Companies.

Michael Jordan highest-paid athlete of all time: Forbes

Former basketball player Michael Jordan has been named the highest-paid athlete of
all time by Forbes, with $1.7 billion in earnings.
His cumulative salary over 15 seasons is $93 million, with Nike paying him over $100
million for the Jordan brand this year.
He is followed by Tiger Woods, Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, Michael Schumacher,
Kobe Bryant, Floyd Mayweather, Jr., Phil Mickelson, David Beckham, Shaquille
O’Neal.

MMTC to tie-up with SBI to sell government minted 'Indian Gold Coin'
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Public sector company MMTC will tie-up with the State Bank of India (SBI) to sell
government-minted ‘Indian Gold Coin’. MMTC has set a target of selling 5 lakhs units in
the next few years (2018). However, it has already tied up with over half a dozen banks,
has so far sold one lakh pieces.
The coin is India's first-ever sovereign gold offering and the only one to be hallmarked
by Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) for purity. It is available in denominations of 5gm,
10gm and 20 gm bar.
Metals and Minerals Trading Corporation (MMTC) is one of the two highest earners
of foreign exchange for India and India's largest public sector trading body. It was
established in 1963, and headed by Ved Prakash.

Pre-historic camping site found in Ladakh

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found an ancient camping site used by
pre-historic man, at an altitude of about 4,200 metres near Saser La in Nubra Valley,
Ladakh.
The camping site is a place where hunter-gatherers in the ancient times stayed
temporarily before they moved on to another place. The site is located in Saser La
which leads to the Karakoram Pass. It was used for a seasonal settlement not a
permanent settlement.
This is a remarkable discovery because Saser La site is the earliest camping site
discovered in Ladakh on the basis of a scientific date. 

India receives $300 billion FDI between April 2000-September 2016

According to data compiled by the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DIPP), India crossed the $300 billion foreign direct investment (FDI) milestone
between April 2000 and September 2016, firmly establishing its credentials as a safe
investment destination in the world.
33 percent of the FDI came through the Mauritius route, amounting to $101.76 billion.
The cumulative FDI inflows during the period amounted to $310.26 billion.
India’s services sector topped the table, receiving 18% of the cumulative equity FDI
inflows, followed by construction development, computer software & hardware,
telecommunication and automobile.

Also read our latest article - India ranks 7th in 2016 Global Terrorism 

--End of Article--

Pranab Mukherjee
launches ‘100 Million for 100 Million’ Campaign

The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee launched a ‘100 Million for 100 Million’
Campaign organized by the Kailash Satyarthi Childrens Foundation at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, New Delhi. The campaign is led by Nobel peace prize winner, Kailash
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Satyarthi.
It aims to mobilise 100 million youth and children for 100 million underprivileged
children across the world, to end child labour, child slavery, violence against children
and promote the right of every child to be safe, free, and educated, over the next 5 years
(2021).
The launch of the campaign brought curtains to the two-day ‘Laureates and Leaders for
Children Summit’. The summit saw coming together of around 25 Nobel laureates and
leaders for creating a child-friendly world.

Paolo Gentiloni named Italy's new Prime Minister

Paolo Gentiloni, the current Foreign Minister and a member of Italian Democratic Party,
was appointed as the fifth Prime Minister of Italy by the President Sergio Mattarella. He
replaced Matteo Renzi, who had resigned after losing a referendum on constitutional
reform last week.
The constitutional referendum in Italy was held to revise the current electoral rules to
synchronise the both houses of parliament. As per the "Italicum" system that was
changed in 2015, a provision was made to give bonus seats in the lower Chamber of
Deputies so as to give the leading party a parliamentary majority. But there has been no
such change in the Senate, which is elected by proportional representation.
Italy is a European country. Its capital and currency are Rome and Euro respectively. It
shares open land borders with France, Switzerland, Austria, Slovenia, San
Marino and Vatican City. 

Bill English elected Prime Minister of New Zealand

National Party, the ruling party of New Zealand, appointed Bill English as the country's
39th prime minister. He replaced John Key.
He previously served as Deputy Prime Minister of New Zealand from 2008 to 2016.
Paula Bennett was sworn in as deputy prime minister.
New Zealand is an island nation in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. It geographically
comprises two main landmasses—that of the North Island (Te Ika-a-M?ui), and
the South Island (Te Waipounamu). Its capital and currency are Wellington and Dollar
respectively.

International Mountain Day observed on December 11

International Mountain Day was observed by United Nations on December 11. The
theme for the year is ‘Mountain Cultures: Celebrating diversity and strengthening
identity’.
Since 2003, it is observed every year to create awareness about the importance of
mountains to life, to highlight the opportunities and constraints in mountain
development and to build alliances that will bring positive change to mountain peoples
and environments around the world.
Mountains cover around 22 percent of the earth’s land surface. Mountain tourism
attracts nearly 15-20 percent of global tourism. Mountains are home to 13 percent of
world’s population. Mountains house 56 percent of all Biosphere reserve.

India wins Test series against England by 3-0
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India won the five-match test series against England by winning the 4th test match
played at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. India sealed the series by 3-0.
India riding high on captain Virat Kohli's double ton beat England by an innings and 36
runs. The Man of the Match was Virat Kohli. India are now unbeaten in 17 Tests and
Kohli has 13 wins as Test skipper.
Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin, the man of the series in each of India's last four test
series, picked up six wickets in England's second innings and took his tally to 27
wickets from the four matches against England.

Also read our latest article - India ranks 7th in 2016 Global Terrorism Index

--End of Article--

Horse
racing per se is not cruelty: Supreme Court

The Supreme Court ruled that horse racing per se is not an animal cruelty and it is different
from Jallikattu (bull fighting race in Tamil Nadu). The decision was given by a SC Bench,
consisting of Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chandrachud on a petition challenging a
Rajasthan High Court’s order banning tonga races in the State.

Observations of Supreme Court

Horse racing per se is not cruelty, but tonga races on metal roads leads to animal
cruelty.
Bulls as “bovine animals” are unfit for running, while horses as solid-hoofed quadruped
are domesticated for riding.
2014 judgment (banning Jallikattu) and the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
were against cruelty shown to all animals, whether bull or horse.
The Jallikattu verdict dwelt on specific instances of cruelty shown to bulls like biting and
twisting a bull’s tail, poking the bull with sticks and knives, using irritant solutions in the
eyes, use of alcoholic liquids and throwing stones.

Background

The Rajasthan High Court had banned tonga races in the state by relying on a Supreme
Court judgment of 2014 banning Jallikattu. Against the tonga races ban, a petition was filed in
Supreme Court stating that the 2014 judgment banning Jallikattu was limited only to bulls and
not horses. It also quoted previous 2014 rulings that the horses biologically equipped for
racing and their anatomy enables it to make use of speed which can be usefully used for
racing, unlike bulls. Also, tonga races are held all over the world, including North America,
Australia, Europe and New Zealand under the name of ‘Harness racing’.
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--End of Article--

Cristiano Ronaldo wins
Ballon d'Or award 2016

Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo defeated Argentine Lionel Messi to win the
prestigious Ballon d'Or award 2016 for a fourth time. He, who belongs to Real Madrid
club, won the previous Ballon d'Or in 2008, 2013 and 2014. 
Ronaldo won the award by a record margin of 429 votes ahead of second placed Lionel
Messi and French Antoine Griezmann, who came third. Ronaldo is now one Ballon d'Or
behind Messi, who has won it for record five times.
Ballon d'Or is an award given to the best performing football player around the world
and is decided by a vote of 173 journalists. The first Ballon d'Or was won by Stanley
Matthews, at the time with Blackpool, who beat Alfredo Di Stefano for the inaugural title
in 1956.

Antonio Guterres sworn in as UN Secretary General

Portugal's former Prime Minister Antonio Guterres was sworn-in as 9th United Nations
(UN) Secretary-General for a term of 5 years. He replaced Ban Ki-moon of South Korea
who took office on 1 January 2007.
Antonio served as the head of the UNHCR refugee agency from 2005 to 2015 and led
the agency through some of the world's worst refugee crises, including Syria,
Afghanistan, Iraq.
UN Secretary General is the head of the United Nations Secretariat, one of the principal
organs of the United Nations. Trygve Lie of Norway was the first UN Secretary General.

India’s largest indoor sports arena planned in Kolkata

Kolkata will soon get the largest indoor sports arenas of India with a capacity to
accommodate upto 15,400 people at one time in the New Town area.
It will be larger than Indira Gandhi Arena or Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi,
which has a capacity to accommodate 14,348 spectators at one go.
Besides, New Town will also get a state-of-the-art Biswa Bangla Convention Centre. It
will be the largest convention centre of its kind in the country, with the main single
conference hall having a capacity to accommodate 3,000 people.

Pankaj Advani wins World Billiards Championships title

Ace Indian cueist Pankaj Advani won his 11th World Billiards (150-Up format)
Championships title by beating Peter Gilchrist of Singapore in the summit clash in
Bengaluru. With this win, he claimed his 16th world title overall.
Earlier too in 2015, Pankaj had defeated Peter to claim his 10th World Billiards
Championships title.
The IBSF World Billiards Championship is the premier, international, non-professional
tournament for the game of English billiards. Since 1973, this event has
been sanctioned by the International Billiards and Snooker Federation.
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DGAD recommends anti-dumping duty on steel pipes from China

In a bid to offset dumping and injury, the Directorate General of Anti-Dumping and
Allied Duties (DGAD) recommended imposition of definitive anti-dumping duty on
imports of steel tubes and pipes from China.
The recommendation was made in the backdrop of the plea by ISMT and Maharashtra
Seamless for imposition of the duty on “seamless tubes, pipes and hollow profiles of
iron, alloy or non-alloy steel (other than cast iron and stainless steel), whether hot
finished or cold drawn or cold rolled of an external diameter not exceeding 355.6 mm.” It
also includes boiler pipes or line pipes used in the hydrocarbon industry and casing
and tubing of a kind used in drilling for oil and gas exploration.
It recommends imposition of definitive anti-dumping duty (equal to the lesser of margin
of dumping and margin of injury), so as to remove the injury to the domestic industry.

Also read our latest article - India offers tsunami warning system to SCS countries

--End of Article--

Venezuela President
orders 100-unit banknotes out of circulation

The Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has signed an emergency decree ordering
the 100 bolivar (basic unit of money in Venezuela) bill, the country’s largest banknote,
out of circulation in the next 72 hours.  
The move, as stated by the President, is aimed at thwarting mafias from hoarding cash.
The probe done by Venezualan government found that billions of bolivars, in bills of
100, were stashed away by international mafias in Colombia and Brazil. 
In addition, the Venezuelan government has announced that it will issue new
banknotes and coins in values up to 200 times the highest denomination currently
available.
Currently, the country is in the midst of an economic crisis and has the world's highest
inflation. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has forecast the inflation rate will hit
475 percent by the end of 2016.

Romania's Social Democratic Party wins parliamentary elections

Romania's leftist Social Democratic Party or Partidul Social Democrat (PSD) won the
parliamentary elections, which was held a year after a major anti-corruption drive forced
out Socialist Prime Minister Victor Ponta from power.
PSD led by Liviu Dragneahad won 46 percent votes and was followed by center-right
National Liberal Party (PNL) with 20 percent votes. The Save Romania Union (USR), a
new party that ran on anti-corruption campaign, came third, allowing it to enter the
parliament.
Romania is a country located in Southeastern Europe. Its capital and currency are
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Bucharest and Romanian Leu respectively.

Naveed Mukhtar appointed Director General of ISI

Lt Gen. Naveed Mukhtar was appointed as Director-General of Pakistan’s powerful spy
agency Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI).
He was appointed by new army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa. He replaced Lt
Gen. Rizwan Akhtar.
The Directorate-General (DG) for Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) is operationally
responsible for providing critical national security and intelligence assessment to
the Government of Pakistan. It was formed in 1948. It is headquartered in Islamabad,
Pakistan.

US Scientists create Nanoceramic material for safer, cheaper nuclear reactors

The scientists from the US created a Nanoceramic material for safer and cheaper
nuclear reactors. This new material is made of Aluminium Oxide Nanoceramic coating.
It can withstand high temperatures, the harsh effects of radiation and also becomes
tougher under radiation.
It can be used in next- generation nuclear reactors that will operate at higher
temperatures and radiation fields, producing more energy efficiently, safely and
economically.
Traditionally, water has been used as the primary coolant in reactors for absorbing the
heat released from fission reactions. Its use poses severe risks of corrosion damage to
materials and also limits the temperatures up to which water-cooled reactors can
operate. 

Akshaykumar Kale elected as President of 90th Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya
Sammelan

Writer and scholar Akshaykumar M Kale was elected as the President of the
90th edition of Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan.
The three-day annual conference will be held at Domibivilli in Mumbai from February 3
to 5, 2017. It will be held in Dombivli for the first time. 
Kale is the Professor and Head of Marathi Department at RTM Nagpur University. He is
also a member of the General Council of Sahitya Akademi. He is a well-known critic of
modern Marathi poetry. 

Also read our latest article - Researchers discover hot hydrogen atoms in
Thermosphere

--End of Article--

Indo – Russian
Bilateral Naval Exercise ‘Indra Navy’ begins in Vizag
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The 9th edition of exercise INDRA NAVY, an annual bilateral maritime exercise
between Indian Navy and Russian Navy commenced in Bay of Bengal,
Visakhapatnam. It is an eight-day exercise from 14 to 21 December 2016.
It aims to increase inter-operability amongst the two navies and develop common
understanding and procedures for maritime security operations. It was initiated in 2003.
Indian Navy is being represented by INS Ranvir, INS Satpura and INS Kamorta. While
the Russian Federation Navy (RuFN) is being represented by Rear Admiral Eduard
Mikhalov, Deputy Chief of Flotilla, Pacific Fleet and ships from the Pacific Fleet.

India signs Grant Agreement with the IBRD for US$ 5.19 million

Indian and Washington, D.C.-headquartered International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD) have signed an additional grant agreement for Financing Energy
Efficiency at MSME Project (FEEMP). 
This additional grant agreement will be given under the World Bank-Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Programme. The financing is in addition to the original GEF
Grant of $11.3 million that was given for FEEMP in 2010. 
The FEEMP became effective on September 29, 2010 and is aimed at increasing
demand for energy efficiency investments in select micro, small and medium enterprise
(MSME) clusters and to build their capacity to access commercial finance.

Gujarat tops in LED bulb distribution

Gujarat has ranked first in the country in distribution of LED bulbs as part of UJALA
Scheme after distributing 2.70 crore LED bulbs till December 12, 2016. It is followed by
Maharashtra which distributed 2,00,99,730 LED bulbs so far.
UJALA Scheme is the countrywide campaign aimed at reducing power consumption. It
was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as Domestic Efficient Lighting
Programme (DELP) on January 5, 2015 and was launched on May 1, 2015 in its
rebranded avtaar UJALA.
Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) is the organisation responsible for
implementation of Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for all (UJALA) scheme.

World Bank ‘pauses’ Indus treaty processes of India and Pakistan

The World Bank decided to pause the separate processes initiated by India and
Pakistan under the Indus Waters Treaty, 1960 to allow the two countries to consider
alternative ways to resolve their disagreements.
The decision was announced by World Bank President Jim Young Kim with an aim to
safeguard the most successful international treaty that has withstood the fragility and
tensions between the two South Asian nieghbours.
In two different processes, on the one hand, India sought the appointment of a Neutral
Expert, and on the other, Pakistan sought a Court of Arbitration. The process was to be
initiated to resolve the issue arising out of building of Kishenganga and Ratle
hydroelectric projects in Jammu and Kashmir by India.
The Treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and information exchange between
the two countries regarding their use of the rivers, known as the Permanent Indus
Commission which includes a commissioner from each of the two countries.

China's share in global exports soared to 14 percent between 1948-2015
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Since the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) came into being in 1948,
which eventually paved the way for the WTO in January 1995, the share of China's
exports soared to 14.2 percent in 2015 from 0.9 percent in 1948.
The only three other countries that have improved their exports share between this
period are Germany, Japan and the Netherlands.
The US share slipped from 21.6 percent to 9.2 percent and never saw its export share
increase. India's share too slipped in the global trade to 1.7 percent in 2015 from 2.2
percent in 1948.

Also read our latest article - India, Indonesia sign three agreements

--End of Article--

EU, Cuba sign deal to
normalise ties after years of concern over human rights

The European Union (EU) and Cuba signed a deal to normalise ties blocked for
decades by concern over human-rights abuses under the late Fidel Castro. The accord
was signed by Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, and EU foreign affairs
chief Federica Mogherini.
Cuba is the last Latin American country to have a "dialogue and co-operation" deal with
the 28-nation EU covering issues such as trade, human rights and migration.    
Earlier in 2003, the union imposed sanctions on Cuba and suspended co-operation
after a crackdown on journalists and activists.

Punjab govt launches India’s 1st amphibious bus project

Punjab Government launched India’s first amphibious bus project at the Harike wetland
near Amritsar. The amphibious bus named as “Harike Cruise” travels on land as well as
in water.
It was launched by Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal. It has been imported
from Swedish automobile company Scania and cost over Rs 11 crore.
Harike Wetland or Hari-ke-Pattan is the largest wetland in northern India. It borders
Tarn Taran Sahib and Ferozepur district of Punjab. It provides ecological support to
migratory fauna and number of globally threatened species such as Indus dolphins and
Gharials.

Kerala CM Vijayan inaugurates 3rd edition of KOCHI-MUZIRIS BIENNALE

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the third edition of the Kochi-Muziris
Biennale (KMB) in Kochi. It is the largest celebration of contemporary art in South Asia.
The Kochi-Muziris Biennale is an initiative of the Kochi-Biennale Foundation with
support from the Government of Kerala. The first biennale was held in 2012.
In this exhibition, Indian and international artists showcase artworks across a variety of
mediums including film, installation, painting, sculpture, new media and performance

https://onlinetyari.com/latest-news-articles/india-indonesia-sign-three-agreements-i22658.html
http://www.onlinetyari.com
https://onlinetyari.com/latest-news-articles/fidel-castro-cubas-revolutionary-icon-dies-i20782.html


30.Evening News Digest, 15 December 2016 Date:2016-12-15

art.

Akbar Ebrahim appointed as new FMSCI president

Akbar Ebrahim has been elected as the President of Federation of Motor Sports Clubs
of India (FMSCI). He replaced Zayn Khan.
Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India is the only national motor sports federation,
founded in 1971. It is headquartered in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. It looks forward to stability
and growth of Motorsport in the country. 

IUCN puts Giraffes on extinction watch list

At the UN Convention on Biological Diversity held in Mexico, the biologists of
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) stated that the giraffe, the tallest
land animal, is now at risk of extinction.
Since its population has shrunk nearly 40 percent in just 30 years, it has been put on
the watch list of threatened and endangered species worldwide, calling it 'vulnerable".
The giraffe is the only mammal whose status changed on the list this year. According to
the IUCN, in 1985, there were between 151,000 and 163,000 giraffes but in 2015 the
number was down to 97,562. Scientists blame habitat loss.

Also read our latest article - Japan successfully launches space junk collector into
orbit

--End of Article--

Mahila Police Volunteer
Initiative launched in Haryana

The Mahila Police Volunteer initiative was launched by Manohar Lal Khattar, the Chief
Minister of Haryana in Karnal and Mahendragarh districts. With this, Haryana became
the first state to adopt this initiative. 
This intends to bridge the gap between Police and Civil society through community
volunteerism.  The state inducted the first batch of 1000 Mahila Police Volunteers into
service.
This initiative was originally conceived by the Union Ministry of Women & Child
Development in collaboration with Ministry of Home Affairs.

NTPC to phase out 11000 MW Thermal Power Plants older than 25 years

Union Minister of State for Power, Piyush Goyal has embarked on a mission to reduce
India’s carbon footprint by phasing out all inefficient thermal power plants, older than 25
years, with modern energy efficient super critical ones.
The announcement was made on the sidelines of the 26th National Energy
Conservation Day 2016 organized by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) on
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December 14, 2016.
NTPC has already given the in-principle clearance to replace around 11,000 MW of its
old, inefficient thermal power plants. The plants would be replaced in about five years,
with an investment of around Rs. 50,000 crores.
Stating that there are over 16,000 households in about 800 inaccessible villages in
India which lack grid connectivity, the minister declared that ministry will provide a 300
KW Solar panel, 8-hour battery backup, 5 LED bulbs, an energy efficient ceiling fan and
a solar power based mobile phone charging socket, all free of cost, to each such
household, under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY).

6th Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development begins in
New Delhi

The sixth edition of Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban
Development (APMCHUD) commenced in New Delhi. It was inaugurated by M
Venkaiah Naidu, Union Urban Development Minister.
It will adopt Delhi Declaration and implementation plan for aligning urban development
strategies of member countries with New Urban Agenda adopted at Quito, Ecuador. It
assumes significance considering that Asia Pacific Region accounts for 60% of the
world population and 55% of global urban population. 
The conference saw participation of 68 countries in the region to deliberate on
challenges of urban planning and management.

NASA to launch robotic spacecraft to refuel, repair satellites in orbit

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will soon launch a robotic
spacecraft named ‘Restore-L Spacecraft’ to refuel, repair satellites currently in orbit.
In this regard, it has awarded a $127 million contract to California-based satellite
company Space Systems/Loral to build this spacecraft.
The Restore-L Project is managed within NASA’s Satellite Servicing Projects Division
located Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.

Qatar replaced Kafala Rules with contract-based labour system

Qatar abolished the controversial Kafala labour system. The system has been replaced
with a new contract-based labour system to ensure enhanced rights to the migrant
labourers.
The kafala system was identified as modern-day slavery as the sponsors involved in it
used to exploit the expatriates physically, financially and emotionally.
Contrary to it, under the new system, an immigrant worker needs to enter into a contract
with a company or an individual to obtain work visa. Under this system, a worker can
change job easily by fulfilling obligations under the contract. Also, exit from the country
is guaranteed as the worker is no longer required the prior approval of the company or
individual employer.
India will one of the major beneficiaries of the new system as 7 lakh out of the total 2.1
million foreign workers belong to it.

Also read our latest article - UNCTAD releases The Least Developed Countries Report
2016
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--End of Article--

Seventh Indo- Maldives
joint military exercise EKUVERIN begins

The Seventh edition of EKUVERIN military exercise between India and Maldives
began on December 15, 2016 at Kadhdhoo, Laamu Atoll, Maldives. The fourteen day
exercise will end on December 28, 2016.
The aim of the exercise is to conduct military training with emphasis on amphibious and
counter insurgency operations with a view to enhance interoperability between the two
armies.
The bilateral annual exercises, which commenced in 2009 in Belgaum, are alternately
held in India and Maldives. The 6th edition of the exercise was held in 2015 at
Trivandrum, Kerala. 

Misirpur in UP becomes first cashless village

Misirpur in Uttar Pradesh has become the first cashless village of the state. It is a village
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's constituency Varanasi.
In order to promote cashless transaction, the public sector bank Bank of Baroda
adopted the Misirpur village in legislative constituency of Rohania. For this, BoB started
the 'My Mobile, My Bank, My Wallet' scheme.
Akodara in Gujarat (first digital village of the country), Lachampur village in Pauri
Garhwal district of Uttarakhand and Dhasai village in Thane district of Maharashtra are
other cashless economy-based villages in the country

Read the background story - Countering Black Money: Rs. 500, Rs. 1000 notes flushed
out in a flash

Union Government announced Package for Promotion of Digital and Cashless
Economy.

Gujarat to have Wagah-like border viewing point

On the lines of Wagah Border point, the famous tourist attraction in
Punjab, Gujarat would soon have its own 'Border Viewing Centre' near Suigam, a
village near the Indo-Pakistan border in Banaskantha district.
This announcement was made by state Chief minister Vijay Rupani while inaugurating
the annual `Rann-Utsav' at Dhordo in the Rann of Kutch.
He inaugurated ten `Bhungas', traditional Kutchi huts, which will rented to tourists. He
also inaugurated Lion Safari Parks at five locations in Gir Wildlife Sanctuary.

Sochi stripped of hosting Bobsleigh & Skeleton World Championships

The Russian city of Sochi will not host the International Bobsleigh and Skeleton
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Federation (IBSF) World Championships to be held in February 2017.
The announcement follows statements from several national federations looking to
boycott the event over the Russian doping scandal. These boycotting national
federations include countries like the United States, the UK, Latvia and South Korea
among others.
Bobsled is a winter sport in which teams of two or four teammates make timed runs
down narrow, twisting, banked, iced tracks in a gravity-powered sled. While, Skeleton is
a winter sliding sport in which a person rides a small sled down a frozen track while
lying face down.

Indian team bags silver at World school Chess at Sochi

Team India won the Silver medal at the World School's Team Chess Championships at
Sochi, Russia. India collected 32 points amongst 40 teams that participated from across
28 countries.
Uzbekistan stood first with an aggregate score of 36.5 points.
Notably, Kush Bhagat secured 1st place amongst Under-7 age group in the Blitz
Championships among 190 participants.

 Also read our latest article - ICGEB researchers find distinct biomarkers for dengue,
chikungunya

--End of Article--

India to receive Euro 1
billion Soft Loan for ‘Green Energy Corridors’ from Germany

Union Power Minister Piyush Goyal announced a comprehensive scheme including
Intra-state and Inter-state transmission system that have been envisaged as a part of
'Green Energy Corridors' (GEC).
The GEC aims at synchronising electricity produced from renewable sources, such as
solar and wind, with conventional power stations in the grid.
In this regard, Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd (PGCIL) has signed a framework
agreement with KfW Germany for providing a soft loan of Euro 1 billion.
The Intra-State Transmission System projects is being implemented by respective State
Transmission Utilities (STU) and Inter-State Transmission System is being
implemented by PGCIL.

Mitra Committee on Taxi policy guidelines submits its report

The committee, constituted to review issues relating to taxi permits and propose taxi
policy guidelines to promote urban mobility, has submitted its report. It was constituted
by Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) under the chairmanship of Sanjay
Mitra, Secretary, MoRTH in May 2016.
The major focus of the policy is to ensure safe, secure and affordable ride to the
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common public so as to help in reducing congestion as well as pollution in the cities. 
It has recommended that city taxies should be allowed to run on App Based platforms.
The recommendations also ensure that bigger aggregators do not undercut the
traditional cabs.
It recommends that the app used by aggregators is validated for its integrity by an
agency authorized by Ministry of  Electronics and Information Technology.
The committee also recommended that there is a need for national level policy
intervention to promote shared mobility over private vehicle ownership to reduce
congestion and pollution in urban agglomerations. States should facilitate unhindered
grant of permits for City Taxi and All India Tourist Permit (AITP) without any restrictions
on numbers.

IAF personnel can't sport beard on religious grounds: SC

The Supreme Court (SC) ruled that personnel working in the Indian Air Force (IAF)
cannot sport a beard based on religious grounds. The decision was given by a SC
bench, headed by Chief Justice T S Thakur and comprising Justices D Y Chandrachud
and L Nageswara Rao.
It clarified that that the IAF decision to prohibit/regulate personnel of a particular
community from sporting beard does not infringe upon the fundamental rights of
freedom of religion under Article 25 of the Constitution. Rather, these regulations have
the sanctity of ensuring discipline and are important for ensuring uniformity,
cohesiveness and order in Armed Forces.
The verdict came on two petitions filed separately by two personnel, Mohammed Zubair
and Ansari Aaftab Ahmed, challenging the IAF authorities' order to prohibit Muslim
personnel from sporting a beard. Dismissing the petition, the SC bench upholding the
IAF argument said that there was nothing to show that the tenets of Islam prohibit
cutting hair or shaving the face, like in the case of Sikhs.
In its policy on “hair, beard and wearing turbans” notified in 2003, the defence ministry
has stated that while Sikhs are allowed to keep unshorn hair, beard and turban, the
others have to obtain permission to grow a beard. 

PM Modi ranked among world’s 10 most powerful people by Forbes

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been ranked 9th among the top 10 most powerful
people in the world by Forbes.
In a list of 74 of the World’s Most Powerful People, Russian President Vladimir Putin
topped for a fourth consecutive year. Following him are, Donald Trump (2nd), Angela
Markel (3rd), Xi Jingpin (4th), Pope Francis (5th), Janet Yallen (6th), Bill Gates (7th),
Larry Page (8th), Narendra Modi (9th), Mark Zuckerberg (10th).
Since 2009, Forbes has been compiling an annual list of the world's most powerful
people. The list has one slot for every 100 million people on Earth.

Nigeria's Amina Mohammed named UN's Deputy Secretary-General

The UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres appointed Amina Mohammed as his
Deputy Secretary-General for a five-year term.
Besides Amina, Guterres appointed Brazilian diplomat Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti as
Chef de Cabinet and South Korea’s Kyung-wha Kang as Special Adviser on Policy.
Since 2015, Amina has been holding the post of Environment Minister of Nigeria.
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Also read our latest article - Union Cabinet Decisions: 14 December 2016

--End of Article--

NGT imposes interim
nationwide ban on 'manja' for flying kites

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) imposed an interim nationwide ban on the use of
glass-coated ‘manja’ for flying kites as the sharp string poses a danger to humans,
animals and birds. This order will apply on nylon, Chinese and cotton ‘manja’ coated
with glass. 
The decision was given by a bench headed by NGT Chairperson Swatanter Kumar.
Earlier in its November 2015 order, Allahabad High Court had banned the use of
Chinese ‘manja’ in Uttar Pradesh and sought a ban on the “manufacture, import, sale
and use” of the string. 

Sushma Swaraj named Global Thinker for novel Twitter diplomacy

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has been named as one of the 15 Global
Thinkers in a report compiled by the Foreign Policy magazine.
She is named in the decision-makers category for fashioning a novel brand of Twitter
diplomacy. Through this diplomacy she helped both Indians and non-Indians, from
evacuating people from Yemen to helping replace lost passports.

India to contribute 5 lakh US Dollars to CERF for 2016-17

India will contribute US $5 lakh to the United Nations’s Central Emergency Response
Fund (CERF) for the year 2016-17.
Till date, India has contributed US $6 million to the fund. CERF allocates approximately
US $450 million in a year for humanitarian operations in about 50 countries.
CERF is a humanitarian fund that was established by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) on December 15, 2005 and launched in March 2006. It aims to
promote early action and response to reduce loss of life, enhance response to time-
critical requirements; and strengthen core elements of humanitarian response in
underfunded.

Union to launch helpline number 14444 to promote digital payments

Union Government will launch helpline number 14444 to promote digital payments
across the country.
Its primary purpose is to educate people about various modes through which they can
switch over to cashless transactions. The few modes of payments are mobile banking,
Point of Sale (PoS), Unified Payment Interface (UPI), internet banking, and etc.
This project will be executed by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) in
association with National Association of Software and Services Companies
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(NASSCOM).
Earlier also, to promote digital payment the Union had launched two initiatives, namely
DigiShala and Digi Dhan Abhiyan.

China launches advanced weather satellite Fengyun-4

China successfully launched Fengyun-4 satellite on board Long March-3B carrier
rocket from the Xichang Satellite Launch Center in Sichuan Province. The launch
marked the 242nd mission of China’s Long March series of rockets. 
Fengyun-4 is China’s first second-generation weather satellites and also the first
quantitative remote-sensing satellite in highest orbit. The China Meteorological
Administration (CMA) is the primary user of the satellite.
Earlier, China had successfully launched 14 weather satellites, of them seven are still
in orbit.

--End of Article--

Indian-American Savita
Vaidhyanathan elected as Mayor of Californian city

For the first time an Indian-American woman Savita Vaidhyanathan was elected as the
Mayor of the Californian city of Cupertino, globally known for its Apple headquarters.
She is the first Indian-American Mayor of Cupertino, which according to Forbes is one
of the most educated small towns in the country with local public schools ranking
highly.

China launches first fully-owned satellite ground station abroad

China launched its first fully- owned overseas satellite ground station in Sweden about
200 kms north of the Arctic Circle to collect satellite data anywhere on the Earth at the
fastest speed in the world.
Usually, domestic ground stations take up to 7 hours to download the data from
satellites orbiting the Earth, but with the facility,the maximum delay would be less than
3.5 hours.
China has previously built ground satellite facilities in numerous foreign countries,
mostly in Africa and South America.

Justice Girish Chandra Gupta nominated as Chairman of WB Human Rights
Commission

Former Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court Girish Chandra Gupta was appointed as
the next chairman of the West Bengal State Human Rights Commission. He replaced
Naparajit Mukherjee, who is the former DG of West Bengal police.
WB Human Rights Commission was established on January 31, 1995 by National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC). It is mainly entitled to perform and investigate on
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violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such violations by any
public servant.

Visually-disabled woman to unfurl flag on R-Day in Haryana

Haryana government has decided to let women with visual disability unfurl the national
flag on Republic Day 2017 as chief guest. In case, no visually-disabled women or girl is
available, the chief guest then should be a woman or a girl with more than 70 percent
disability. 
The move is likely to help sensitise people about gender inequality and raise
awareness on women empowerment.
The crown prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan will be the
chief guest for the 68th Republic Day celebrations in 2017.

K’taka CM inaugurates first air ambulance service in Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah inaugurated the first air ambulance service in
Bengaluru.  The service is being operated by Aviators Air Rescue Ltd., India’s first
dedicated air ambulance service.
A dedicated emergency contact number for air ambulance is 155350. Individuals can
also subscribe for the services at a nominal cost for a family of four per annum for just
Rs. 18,000.
Aviators Air Rescue Ltd. aims to cover all five Southern States of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu & Telangana and their services will be expanded to all
over India by 2017.

Also read our latest article - India signs MoU with 12 Countries during ICAN - 2016

--End of Article--

Lt Gen Bipin Rawat to
be next Indian Army chief; BS Dhanoa to be IAF chief

The Vice Chief of Army Staff, Lt. General Bipin Rawat will be the 26th Chief of Army
Staff, while Air Marshal Birendra Singh Dhanoa will be the 22nd Chief of Air Staff.
Lt. Gen Rawat will replace General Dalbir Singh, while Air Marshal Dhanoa will replace
Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha.
Both the officers will be appointed by President Pranab Mukherjee for a term length of 3
years.

Brazil's Senate approves 20-year govt spending freeze

Brazil's Senate approved a 20-year government spending freeze billed as the
centerpiece of austerity reforms aimed at restoring economic health to the troubled Latin
American giant.
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The vote means that the spending cap is now mandated by the constitution, serving as
the central plank in Temer's bid to "transform" the broken economy, which is in deep
recession. 
Brazilians battered by nearly 12 per cent unemployment and stubbornly high inflation
are increasingly angry over the scandals and hostile to the austerity measures. 

AB De Villiers announces to step down from South Africa's Test captaincy

AB de Villiers has resigned as South Africa's Test captain. His position will be taken
over by Faf du Plessis on a permanent basis.
He was appointed captain in January 2016 following the resignation of Hashim Amla.
Du Plessis will be the third permanent captain for South Africa since the retirement of
long-serving Graeme Smith in March 2014.

EU, Mali sign deal to return migrants

The European Union (EU) signed an agreement with the Malian government to enable
the return of migrants who have reached Europe's shores, and whose asylum requests
have been refused. 
This accord seeks to fight "the root causes of illegal migration". It is the first time that
the EU has established a mechanism with an African country in this regard.
The agreement came after a summit in the Maltese capital Valletta in November 2015,
when EU leaders agreed with their African counterparts to set up a 1.8-billion-euro
($1.9-billion) fund to help address the root causes of migration. 

Madhya Pradesh Government launches Narmada Seva Yatra

Madhya Pradesh Government has launched five months long Narmada Seva Yatra to
turn the Narmada river pollution free. It was launched by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan at Amarkantak.
This Yatra aims to create awareness about the conservation of the river. It is one of the
biggest public campaign of the world to conserve river and environment.
Trees will be planted along the banks of the Narmada. Participation of public and
society will be ensured in it. It will cover more than 1,900 kilometres in 16 districts.

Also read our latest article - Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing adopted
New Delhi Declaration

--End of Article--

Babies made from
three people approved in UK

The technique involving producing babies made from two women and one man have
been approved by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the
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fertility regulator of the UK.
Doctors from Newcastle, who developed the advanced form of IVF (in-vitro fertilisation),
are expected to be the first to offer the procedure and have already appealed for donor
eggs. The first such child could be born, at the earliest, by the end of 2017.
The team at Newcastle-upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Newcastle
University is expected to be the first to be granted a licence. It aims to help 25 couples
every year.
Mitochondrial Diseases: Three-person babies have been allowed only in cases
where the risk of a child developing mitochondrial disease is very high. The disease is
caused by defective mitochondria - the powerhouses of cells that convert food into
useable energy. One in 4,300 children are born with this disease. The symptoms are
muscle weakness, blindness, deafness, seizures, learning disabilities, diabetes, heart
and liver failure. It is often fatal.
Procedure of three-baby technique: The diseases are passed down from only the
mother so in this mitochondria technique a donor egg as well as the mother's egg is
used with father's sperm. The aim of the procedure is to get the healthy mitochondria
from the donor.

Gujarat proposes tougher liquor law, 10-years maximum jail term

Following the footsteps of Bihar, the Gujarat government approved an ordinance
proposing stringent action against bootleggers, tipplers and unscrupulous officials who
help criminals escape raids on liquor dens in the “dry state”.
With this, the accused in such cases would face up to 10 years in jail and fine of Rs 5
lakh instead of the three-year punishment. Similarly, the liquor den operators as well as
those helping them would face imprisonment up to 10 years.
People who create ruckus or harass others in inebriated condition, would face a jail
term up to three years, but not less than one year.
Currently, the punishment is just one to three months of jail and a fine of Rs 200-Rs
500.

Punjab to provide free LPG to BPL families missed in SECC 2011

The Punjab Cabinet today gave its approval to provide free LPG connections to those
BPL families, who were missed in the 2011 Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) on
the lines of Pradhan Mantri Ujwala Yojana.
However, the decision will only benefit dependents of those Home Guard Volunteers
who died after January 1, 2007. 
Cabinet also approved to levy 5.05 per cent VAT on sales of goods, except
automobiles, purchased from within Punjab and meant for sale to serving and retired
police personnel. A similar concession is already being extended to serving BSF
personnel.

India, ASEAN set target of $100 billion trade to be achieved by 2020

India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) have set a target of
trading at 100 billion dollars to be achieved by 2020. Currently the trade between
ASEAN and India stands at 57 billion dollars.
ASEAN is a regional organisation comprising ten Southeast Asian states namely
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,
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Thailand, Vietnam. It was founded on 8 August 1967 with five
members: Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand.

Pakistan successfully test-fires enhanced version of Babur cruise missile

Pakistan Army has successfully test fired an enhanced version of an indigenously-
designed Babur cruise missile.
It can hit targets located at 700 km with all kinds of warheads. The missile has been
named after the first Mughal emperor. It is a low lying, terrain hugging cruise missile. It
is part of Babur Weapon System version-2 which is an important force multiplier for
Pakistan’s strategic defence.
It is equipped with state-of-the-art navigational technologies of Terrain Contour
Matching (TERCOM) and all time Digital Scene Matching & Area Co-relation (DSMAC).

Also read our latest article - Rajya Sabha passes Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Bill, 2014

--End of Article--

Vijay Diwas observed
to pay tribute to 1971 war martyrs

Vijay Diwas or Victory Day was commemorated on December 16, 2016 to pay tribute to
Indian soldiers who were martyred during the 1971 India-Pakistan war. The year 2016
marked the 45th anniversary of India's victory over Pakistan.
On this Day in 1971, Pakistan Army's Eastern Command chief Lt. General  AAK  Niazi
along with his 93,000 soldiers surrendered to the allied forces of the Indian Army and
Mukti Bahini, which was led by Lt. General Jagjit Singh Aurora.
The Instrument of Surrender was signed between Lt. General AAK Niazi and Lt.
General Jagjit Singh Aurora in Dhaka. The end of the battle also resulted in secession
of East Pakistan into Bangladesh.

LCU-L58: Eighth ship of LCU - GRSE Yard 2099 launched

LCU-L58, the eighth and last ship of LCU (Landing Craft Utility)-Mark IV project was
launched at Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd, Kolkata. It was
launched by Neelam Pratap Singh Rudy.
It has a capacity to displace 830 tons. It is designed for multipurpose amphibious
operations that are jointly carried out by Indian Navy and Indian Army for ensuring
maritime security of Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal,
and Lakshadweep Islands in the Arabian Sea.
The seventh version of the ship, L 57 was launched in November 2016 by GRSE Yard
2098. Earlier in 2011, GRSE signed an agreement for Rs. 21 billion ($340 million) with
the Indian Navy for designing and building eight LCU ships.
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Draft Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Pet Shop) Rules, 2016 announced

In order to regulate pet shops in the country, the Union Environment Ministry issued a
draft notification of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Pet Shop) Rules, 2016.
Proposed Rules: It mandated all pet shop owners to register themselves with the State
Animal Welfare Board of the respective State Governments/Union Territories. Every pet
shop owner will be required to submit yearly report to the State Animal Welfare Board
regarding animals sold, traded, bartered, brokered, given away, boarded or exhibited
during the previous year.
Objective: To make pet shops accountable and to prevent cruelty inflicted on animals
kept in such pet shops.
Violation of Rules: Non-compliance will lead to cancellation of registration of pet shop
and pet animals so confiscated, shall be handed over to an Animal Welfare
Organisation, or a rescue centre recognised by the Board.

US-India Clean Energy Finance Facility Initiative launched

The US-India Clean Energy Finance (USICEF) Initiative was jointly launched by
Piyush Goyal, Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy and Richard Verma,
US Ambassador in New Delhi.
Letter of Intents were signed and exchanged between Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy and OPIC for the creation of a $20 million fund for USICEF Initiative, equally
supported by the United States and India.
The initiative seeks to unlock Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)
financing and mobilize public and private capital to expand access to distributed clean
energy project.

Haryana CM launches immunization incentives and information programme

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal launched the Haryana Immunization Incentives
and Information Programme (HIIIP) to increase immunisation rates of children between
the age group of 0-12 months. 
It will be initially implemented in Bhiwani, Jhajjar, Mewat, Palwal, Panipat, Rewari and
Sonipat districts. It will ensure that no child remain unregistered in the state from
January 1, 2017 onwards.

Also read our latest article - NITI Aayog launches ‘Lucky Grahak Yojana’ and ‘Digi-
Dhan Vyapar Yojana’

--End of Article--

Centre to establish
single tribunal to decide inter-state water disputes

The Centre is to set up a single, permanent Tribunal to adjudicate all inter-state river
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water disputes subsuming existing tribunals. It aims to resolve grievances of states in a
speedy manner.
It has also proposed to float some benches by amending the Inter-State Water Disputes
Act, 1956 to look into disputes, as and when required.
As per the current provisions of the 1956 Act, a tribunal can be formed after a state
government approaches Union Government with such request and the Centre is
convinced of the need to form the tribunal. Currently, there are eight Tribunals including
those on Cauvery, Mahadayi, Ravi and Beas, Vansadhara and Krishna rivers.

State Bank MobiCash Mobile Wallet launched

India’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI), in partnership with Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited (BSNL), launched its mobile wallet application ‘State Bank MobiCash’
for feature as well as smartphones.
It will initially be available in Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and Bihar and expanded pan-
India.
MobiCash will allow users to deposit cash through BSNL retail outlets and withdraw
funds from their account. SBI already has an application named SBI Buddy for
smartphone users.

PM inaugurated first-ever “Indian Institute of Skills” at IIT Kanpur

In order to make India the Skill Capital of the World by empowering its youth to be more
employable and self-sustainable, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation
stone of the first ever “Indian Institute of Skills” in the country at Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh.
The institute is inspired by Singapore model of training under Institute of Technical
Education, Singapore.
He also inaugurated the Kaushal Pradarshini (Skill Exhibition) that will showcase state-
of-the-art vocational training practices across different sectors. The financial year target
for 2016-17 is to ensure enrolment of at least five lakh apprentices across the country. 

High-level task force led by Nripendra Mishra constituted on Indus Water Treaty

In order to take stock of all ongoing projects on the six rivers on the Indian side, a high-
level task force has been constituted to look into the strategic aspects of Indus Water
Treaty (IWT) with Pakistan.
This force will be under the chairmanship of Nirpendra Mishra, Principal Secretary to
Prime minister.
Earlier, the World Bank has paused the separate processes initiated by India and
Pakistan under the Indus Waters Treaty to allow the two countries to consider
alternative ways to resolve their disagreements.

NASA launches 8 mini-satellites for hurricane forecasting

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has launched
constellation of eight mini-satellites as part Cyclone Global Navigation Satellite System
(CYGNSS) into space to improve hurricane forecasting.
These satellites were air launched by Orbital ATK, aerospace company onboard
Pegasus rocket fired from plane at height of 12km. NASA had opted for air launch rather
than traditional rocket liftoff from the ground, to cut costs.
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Each of the micro-satellite of CYGNSS weighs just 64 pounds (32kg) and has 5-foot
wingspan. They will be placed into the orbit 500km above earth’s surface. 

Also read our latest article - Muscat hosted India-Arab Partnership Conference

--End of Article--

Karun Nair becomes
second Indian to score triple century

Karnataka cricketer Karun Nair became the second Indian batsman to score a triple ton
in Test cricket as he smashed unbeaten 303 runs off just 381 balls. His effort powered
India to their highest ever team total of 759 in Tests.
He achieved this feat at the fourth day of the fifth Test match being played  at Chepauk
stadium in Chennai. The only other Indian to have scored triple ton is Virendra Sehwag.
Earlier in 2007-08, Sehwag scored 319 runs against South Africa in Chennai. Also in
2003-04, he scored 309 against Pakistan in Multan.

Bank of Baroda first to support FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017

Bank of Baroda has become the first Indian company to sign up as a National Supporter
for the FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017.
With the signing of the agreement, Bank of Baroda is the first of six National Supporter
slots kept for the FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017. The tournament will be held
in October 2017.
India is hosting it for the first time. Venues are Salt Lake Stadium, Kolkata; Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, Kochi; Jawaharlal Nehru International Stadium, New Delhi; DY Patil
Staudium, Navi Mumbai; Indira Gandhi Athletics Stadium,Guwahati; and Fatorda
Stadium, Margao.

Social Justice Ministry Releases 'Saanjhi Saanjh' Newspaper

Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot released
the first issue of a National Newspaper dedicated to Senior Citizen, 'Saanjhi Saanjh' in
New Delhi.
This bilingual newspaper is edited by J.V Manisha Bajaj, Secretary, Harikrit, an NGO
for elderly people. It will be published from Delhi by Harikrit publishers.
It is dedicated to senior citizen.This newspaper will carry important and useful news
pertaining to elderly persons besides inspirational stories. It will serve as a bridge
between old and new generations.

Puerto Rico’s Stephanie del Valle crowned Miss World 2016

Stephanie Del Valle of Puerto Rico was crowned Miss World 2016, winning an edge
over runners-up Yaritza Miguelina Reyes Ramirez of the Dominican Republic and Miss
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World Indonesia Natasha Mannuela.
At 17th position, Priyadarshini Chatterjee is the only Indian in the Top 20 list. There
were 117 contestants from all over the world competing for the crown. 
It was the 66th edition of the Miss World pageant, held on 18 December 2016 in MGM
National Harbor, Oxon Hill, Maryland, United States. This was the second time that
the United States hosted the pageant.

Andrey G. Karlov, Russian ambassador to Turkey assassinated in Ankara

Andrey G. Karlov, Russia’s ambassador to Turkey, was assassinated by Mevlüt Mert
Alt?nta?, an off-duty Turkish policeman at an Ankara art exhibit.
This assassination followed several days of protests by the Turkish people
over Russian involvement in the Syrian Civil War and the battle over Aleppo, though
the Russian and Turkish governments had been negotiating a ceasefire.
He was Ambassador to Turkey since July 2013. Prior to that, he was ambassador to
North Korea from 2001 to 2006.

Also read our latest article - Jammu and Kashmir has no sovereignty: SC

--End of Article--

Thal Favang Kut
festival celebrated in Mizoram

The ‘Thal Favang Kut’ festival celebrated in Aizawl, state capital of Mizoram. It
was organised by the Mizoram tourism department.
This festival marks the completion of weeding of the farmland by cultivators in the state.
It is a post-harvest festival which is celebrated after harvesting the paddy. It is
celebrated every year to thank the almighty as well as to promote tourism in the state.
It also provides a scope to the tribal communities living in the far flung corners of
Mizoram to represent their inherent cultural characteristics. 

Vijayak project underway to provide road connectivity in J&K

In Jammu and Kashmir, a project named 'VIJAYAK' of Border Roads Organisation
(BRO), is currently in progress on the Nimo-Padum-Darcha road to provide all weather
road connectivity to the people staying in the distant area of Zanskar. 
This project was raised with its headquarters at Kargil and commenced in 2010. The
widening/improvement of road Zozila - Kargil - Leh (322 Km) to Double Lane
Specifications and construction of road Nimmu - Padam - Darcha (258 Km) connecting
Ladakh region of J&K with Himachal Pradesh are major tasks entrusted to the Project.

Donald Trump appointed Indira Nooyi to his strategy and economic forum

PepsiCo Chairman Indra Nooyi was nominated to Donald Trump's Strategic and Policy
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Forum, that will assist the President-elect in implementing his economic agenda.
She is the only Indian-American executive in the 19-member forum. The forum is
headed by Stephen Schwarzman, the CEO of the investment company Blackstone.
It also includes Jack Welch, the former CEO of General Electric, and CEOs Elon Musk
of SpaceX and Tesla, Uber's Travis Kalanick; Jamie Dimon of Chase and Mary Barra of
General Motors.

Smriti Mandhana named in ICC Women's Team of the Year

The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced the nomination of India batswoman
Smriti Mandhana in the ICC Women’s Team of the Year 2016.
This is the first time that the ICC has named a women’s team of the year.  It will be
captained by West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor.   It has been added to the list of awards to
acknowledge and appreciate outstanding performances of women’s cricketers over a
12-month period.
Suzie Bates became the first cricketer to clinch both the ICC Women’s ODI and T20I
Player of the Year awards. 

Legendary jockey Walter Swinburn passed away

Renowned English jockey and horse trainer Walter Swinburn died at the age of 55.
He won the Epsom Derby, Britain's richest horse race, three times over the course of his
career, including on the legendary Shergar as a 19-year-old in 1981.
He also recorded wins at the Epsom and Irish Oaks, 2,000 Guineas, 1,000 Guineas and
the Queen Elizabeth II Stakes.

Also read our latest article - 6th BRICS Health Ministers’ Meeting held in New Delhi

--End of Article--

India beat Belgium to
win 2016 Junior Hockey World Cup

Indian colts achieved what it had done 15 years ago by winning the 11th edition of FIH
Junior Hockey World Cup. In the final played at Lucknow's Major Dhyan Chand Hockey
Stadium on December 18, 2016, it clinically defeated Belgium 2-1 to win the title for the
second time. Germany beat Australia to come third in the tournament.
It had won the title for the first time in 2002, when the ‘Class of 2001’ led by Gagan Ajit
Singh achieved this in Hobart. This time the Indian colts were led by Harjeet Singh and
coached by Harendra Singh in association with senior team’s chief coach Roelant
Oltman.
It was also the first time that a host nation had won the tournament since its inception in
1979. India also became the only team besides Germany to win the Junior World Cup
more than one time. Germany has won the title for six times.
Individual Awards
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Uttar Pradesh Best Player of the Tournament: Enrique Gonzalez de Castijon
(Spain)
Uttar Pradesh Goalkeeper of the Tournament: Loic van Doren (Belgium)
HERO Top Scorer of the Tournament: Edward Horler (England)
Uttar Pradesh Up & Coming U19 Player of the Tournament: Timm Herzbruch
(Germany)
Uttar Pradesh Fair Play Award: New Zealand
Uttar Pradesh Fans Choice Award: Harmanpreet Singh (India)

Rajiv Jain appointed Director of Intelligence Bureau

Rajiv Jain has been appointed as the 26th Director of Intelligence Bureau (IB) for a
tenure of two years.
Jain will replace incumbent Dineshwar Sharma who will complete his two-year tenure
on 31 December.
The Intelligence Bureau (IB) is India's internal intelligence agency under Ministry of
Home Affairs. It was established in 1887 and is headquartered in New Delhi.  
IB is particularly tasked with intelligence collection in border areas, following the 1951
recommendations of the Himmat Singh Ji Committee (also known as the North and
North-East Border Committee), a task entrusted to the military intelligence organisations
prior to independence in 1947. 

Atletico De Kolkata wins Hero Indian Super League

Atletico De Kolkata claimed its second title of Hero Indian Super League by defeating
Kerala Blasters at Jawaharlal Nehru International Stadium in Kochi, Kerala.
It was the third season of the Indian Super League, the football league, since its
foundation in 2013.
Top goalscorer Marcelinho from Brazil received Golden Boot Award. Top Indian scorers
were C.K Vineeth of Kerala Blasters, Kean Lewis of Delhi Dynamos and Jeje
Lalpakhlua of Chennaiyin.

Anil Kumar Dhasmana appointed as R&AW chief

Anil Dhasmana will head external intelligence agency Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) for a tenure of two years. He will replace Rajinder Khanna.
RAW is the primary foreign intelligence agency of India. It was established in 1968 and
headquartered in New Delhi. The head of RAW is designated "Secretary (Research)" in
the Cabinet Secretariat, and is under the direct command of the Prime Minister.
RAW’s primary function is gathering foreign intelligence, engaging in counter-terrorism,
promoting counter-proliferation, advising Indian policymakers, and advancing India's
foreign strategic interests.

India becomes fourth largest wind power generating country

India has been ranked fourth in the Global Wind Power Installed Capacity index with
the Government undertaking the largest renewable capacity expansion.
A capacity addition of 14.30 GW of renewable energy has been reported during the last
two and half years under Grid Connected Renewable Power, which include 5.8 GW
from Solar Power, 7.04 GW from Wind Power, 0.53 from Small Hydro Power and 0.93
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from Bio-power. As on October 31, 2016, Solar Energy Projects with an aggregate
capacity of over 8727.62 MW have been installed in the country. 
In order to achieve the renewable energy target of 175 GW by the year 2022, the major
programmes on implementation of Solar Park, Solar Defence Scheme, Solar scheme
for CPUs Solar PV power plants on Canal Bank, Solar Pump have been launched
during the last two years.
India is targeted to achieve 40 percent cumulative Electric power capacity from non-
fossil fuel based energy resources by 2030 with the help of transfer of technology and
low cost International Finance including from Green Climate Fund.

Also read our latest article - Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana comes into effect

--End of Article--

Hong Kong decides to
withdraw visa-free entry facility for Indians

Hong Kong, a special administrative region of China, has withdrawn the visa-free
facility for Indians. From January 23, 2017 onwards, Indians will have to complete a pre-
arrival registration.
Till date, it has permitted Indians to enter with valid passport for a period up to 14 days
without a visa.
Among the current backlog of 10,335 refugee applications in the city, 80% are claimants
from India, Pakistan, Vietnam, Bangladesh and Indonesia. That is why, India was
picked as a testing point as it was one of the major source countries.

Argentina, UK sign deal to identify soldiers buried on Falkland Islands

Argentina and the United Kingdom (UK) agreed on a framework to identify the bodies of
dozens of unknown Argentine soldiers buried on the disputed Falkland Islands. They
also agreed to try to increase the number of flights to the remote islands.
The two countries went to war over the islands in 1982 and have had strained relations
for decades. More than 600 Argentines and 255 British servicemen were killed after
Argentina seized the islands and Britain sent a task force to retake them.
Earlier in September 2016, they work toward removing restrictions on the oil and gas,
shipping and fishing industries around the islands.

Odisha creates separate cadre to appoint legal officers in government offices

The Odisha cabinet approved a proposal for creation of a separate cadre, Odisha State
Legal Service, to appoint legal officers in different departments.
The decision is aimed at enabling smooth and efficient management of legal litigations.
The services shall comprise of Assistant Director (law), Deputy Director (law), Joint
Director (law), Additional Director (law) and Director (law).

https://onlinetyari.com/latest-news-articles/pradhan-mantri-garib-kalyan-yojana-comes-i23222.html
http://www.onlinetyari.com


44.Evening News Digest, 22 December 2016 Date:2016-12-22

Maharashtra CM announces to create separate OBC ministry

On the sidelines of Kunbi Mahotsav in Thane, Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis announced that a separate Ministry will be created for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs). This ministry will be headed by an independent minister.
He also announced funds worth Rs 200 crore for gravity-based water supply projects.
These projects will help in fulfilling the need of the town and surrounding areas.
Gravity systems are water distribution schemes (without pumping) where the power of
the earth gravity force is used to bring water from a high entry point to the lower outlet. It
require less operational cost for power and pump operation and less maintenance as
compared to pumped schemes.
He also directed Thane Zilla Parishad to prepare a tourist circuit plan for Shahapur and
Murbad talukas and assured maximum funds for development. Besides, the plan to sow
50 crore plant saplings in next three years with an aim to increase the green cover was
also unvieled.

AIBA re-grants full membership to Boxing Federation of India

India's return to the international boxing fold is now complete with the AIBA
unanimously granting full membership to the recently-formed Boxing Federation of India
(BFI) on the sidelines of its 70th anniversary gala in Montreux, Switzerland.
Indian boxing was thrown into disarray back in 2012 when the erstwhile Indian Amateur
Boxing Federation was first suspended and later terminated for "possible manipulation
in elections". 
AIBA is a boxing sports federation that was formed in 1946. It is headquartered in
Lausanne, Switzerland. Wu Ching-kuo is its current president.

Also read our latest article - Centre revises North East Industrial and Investment
Promotion Policy, 2007

--End of Article--

Piyush Goyal launches
"Coal Mitra" web portal

Union Minister for Coal Piyush Goyal launched ‘Coal Mitra’, a Web portal for flexibility
in Utilization of Domestic Coal and released three reports on ‘Renewable Energy
Integration: Transmission an Enabler’, ‘Green Energy Corridor II’ and ‘Electricity
Demand Pattern Analysis’.
This decision was announced on the sidelines of  an event named ‘Empowering the
Grid to meet Future Challenges’, organized by the Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd.
(PGCIL).
This portal aims to bring about flexibility in Utilization of Domestic Coal by transferring
the reserves to more cost efficient State/Centre owned or Private sector generating
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stations, leading to lower generation costs and ultimately lesser cost of electricity for the
consumers.

Cabinet approves creation of Indian Enterprise Development Service (IEDS)

Union Cabinet approved creation of Indian Enterprise Development Service (IEDS) in
the Office of Development Commissioner under the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME).
The measure will enhance the capacity and efficiency of the organization and also help
in achieving growth in MSME sector through a focused and dedicated cadre of
technical officers.
The Service has been created by absorbing 11 trades. All these trades were created in
the 1950s and 1960s when industries got developed under the regulation regime.

Kaisa Matomaki, Maksym Radziwill win 2016 SASTRA Ramanujan award

Kaisa Matomaki and Maksym Radziwill have jointly won the 2016 SASTRA-
Ramanujan award for mathematics for their work on short intervals in number theory.
Kaisa is the first woman to receive this prize since it was instituted in 2005.
This prestigious award was given at inauguration of International Conference on
Number Theory at SASTRA University at Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu.
Established in 2005 by Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy
(SASTRA) University, it is an annual award bestowed on young mathematicians for his
outstanding contributions to areas of mathematics influenced by the Srinivasa
Ramanujan.

Coimbatore wins 'Digital India' award 

Coimbatore bagged yet another award by winning the 'Digital India' award in the 'most
innovation citizen engagement' category. This is the ninth award to the city in 2016.
It was presented by Union IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on the axiom of 'Minimum
Government and Maximum Governance". It was the first edition of Digital India Awards,
organized by National Informatics Centre (NIC). It was earlier known as Web Ratna
Award.
In Online Service Category Platinum Award was bagged by VYAS- VarnijYakar
Automation System for Department of Commercial Taxes. In the Open Data Champion
Category Platinum Award was won by Office of the Registrar General, India. For Most
Innovative Citizen Engagement, MyGov won the Platinum Award.

National Mathematics Day observed on December 22

The National Mathematics Day was observed on December 22, 2016 to celebrate 129th

birth anniversary of great Indian Mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan.
Ramanujan was born on 22nd December 1887 in Erode district of Tamil Nadu. He died
at young age of 32 on 26 April 1920. He is profusely famous for his Ramanujan Prime
and Ramanujan theta discoveries, which have inspired further research on this
mathematical subject.
The Day was first observed in 2011 by the Union Government. Besides, the year 2012
was also declared National Mathematics Year.
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--End of Article--

African nations
developing lifestyle diseases: WHO

According to a recent report by World Health Organisation (WHO), modern life
adoptions are leading to bad habits in developing African nations. The report surveyed
33 countries and is authored by Abdikamal Alisalad. Following are the highlights of the
report:

Most adults in Africa have at least one risk factor increasing their chance of
developing deadly lifestyle diseases. These include smoking, harmful use of
alcohol, a poor diet and low levels of physical activity.
Most people are not eating enough fruits and vegetables, and there is a rise of
junk food and unhealthy diets. In essence, people may suffer from double burden
of under nutrition and obesity.
Daily tobacco use ranges from five to 26 per cent in Africa, and is only growing. 
An average of 35 per cent of people were overweight and that the average time
spent in moderate or high intensity physical activity ranged from 21 minutes per
day in Mauritania to 386 minutes per day in Mozambique.
An estimated 46 per cent of Africans suffer high blood pressure, which is the
highest worldwide.
Women were more likely to be inactive and overweight.
Nearly four million people will die from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in
Africa by 2020, and the figure will surpass those of infectious diseases by 2030.

Chhattisgarh CM dedicates country's first cashless bazaar to people in Raipur

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh inaugurated India’s first cashless bazaar in
Raipur.
Under this 'Smart' bazaar, which comprises over 900 shops, customers will be provided
the facilities of cashless payments using Point of Sale (POS), Unified Payment Interface
(UPI) and other digital systems. 
Till date, the state has trained over 5 lac 33 thousand people in cashless payments in
first 10 days of training, way ahead of second placed Uttar Pradesh that has trained
1.75 lac people in digital financial literacy till date.

EPFO fixes interest rate on EPF to 8.65 percent for FY17

Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) reduced the interest rate on provident
fund deposits to 8.65 percent for FY 2016-17 from the current 8.8 percent.
This decision was announced by EPFO’s apex decision making body Central Board of
Trustees (CBT), headed by Bandaru Dattatreya, incumbent Labour Minister. Earlier in
2016, finance ministry had decided to lower interest on EFF for 2015-16 to 8.65 percent
from the 8.8 percent approved by the CBT.
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EPFO is responsible for administering a compulsory contributory Provident Fund
Scheme, a Pension Scheme and an Insurance Scheme for the workforce engaged in
the organized sector in India.

Finance Ministry announced 6% tax for small traders

In order to promote a less-cash society, the Finance Ministry announced that it would
provide tax incentives to small traders accepting payments through digital mode.
It has been decided to reduce the existing rate of deemed profit of 8 percent to 6 percent
for the amount of total turnover or gross receipts received through banking channel or
digital means for the financial year 2016-17.
However, the existing rate of deemed profit of 8 percent will continue to apply on total
turnover or gross receipts received in cash.
Further, required legislative amendment will be carried out in the Finance Bill 2017
which will be tabled with the Union Budget 2017-18.

NGT to impose fine of Rs 10K for throwing solid waste in public places

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) announced that people disposing of garbage in the
open will have to pay a fine of Rs. 10,000. The erstwhile anti-littering law of 2009
provided for a paltry penalty ranging from Rs. 50 to Rs. 500.
All major sources of municipal solid waste generation — including hotels, restaurants,
slaughterhouses and vegetable markets — should be directed to segregate their waste
before handing it over to the corporation.

Also read our latest article - India, Tajikistan signed four agreements

--End of Article--

Piyush Goyal launches
GARV-II App and Citizen Engagement Window ‘SAMVAD’

In order to ensure transparency in implementation of rural electrification programme, the
Power Ministry, headed by Piyush Goyal launched a new app, GARV-II. It is the next
step in Centre's aim to provide ‘24x7 Power For All’ households by 2022.
As compared to the earlier version of October 2015, which provided data of about
18,452 un-electrified villages, the newer one will provide real time data for about six
lakh villages with more than 15 lakh habitations in the country.
The status of village-wise works sanctioned under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram
Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) and release of funds to the States for these projects has also
been mapped in ‘GARV-II’ to monitor progress of works in each village.  
Besides, he also unvieled a citizen engagement window 'SAMVAD' to enhance
participation. Citizens can contribute in the programme by providing their feedback and
suggestions.
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights gets SKOCH Awards for POCSO e-
Box

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) under the Ministry of
Women and Child Development (MWCD) has been conferred the Skoch Silver and
Skoch Order-of Merit award. The NCPCR was awarded for its unique POCSO e-box
endeavour for receiving online complaints of child sexual abuse directly from the
victims. 
The award was received by NCPCR Chairperson Stuti Kacker from Ajay Kumar,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Electronics & IT.
The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was established
under Protection of Child Rights Act in December 2005. Its mandate is "to ensure that
all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance
with the Child Rights perspective”.
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act), 2012 was
formulated in order to effectively address sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of
children.

Related article - POCSO e-Button launched for children to file complaints of sexual
abuse

Telangana gets Rs 450 crore Central aid for backward districts

In order to support the development of backward areas of Telangana, the Central
Government has provided a further “Special Assistance” of Rs. 450 crore to the state for
2016-17. 
This grant will cater nine districts namely Adilabad, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Warangal,
Medak, Mahbubnagar, Rangareddy, Nalgoda and Khammam
This is in line with Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 which entrusts the
Central Government to support the programmes for the development of backward areas.

NGT to impose Rs 50k fine on airlines if their planes empty human waste in mid-air

The National Green Tribunal (NGT), headed by Swatanter Kumar has directed DGCA
(Director General of Civil Aviation) to impose a fine of Rs. 50,000 on the airlines whose
aircraft empties toilet tanks in mid-air.
DGCA was also asked by the tribunal to set up a helpline cell so that complaints related
to violation can be addressed.
Normally, the waste in the aircraft tanks are disposed of by ground handling personnel
once the plane lands. However, there are cases where lavatory leaks occur in the air.

Govt announces Rs 207 crore project for protection of Majuli island

Union Minister for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh
announced a project worth Rs 207 crore for protection and development of world's
biggest river island Majuli, located along river Brahmaputra in Assam.
This amount will be spent primarily for safeguarding the land loss due to erosion and to
protect the 80 km length of the bank line on the right bank of river Brahmaputra.
Majuli is also the first island district of India. It had a total area of 1,250 square
kilometres at the beginning of the 20th century, but having lost significantly to erosion it

https://onlinetyari.com/latest-news-articles/pocso-e-button-launched-for-children-to-file-i14393.html


47.Morning News Digest, 24 December 2016 Date:2016-12-23

had an area of only 352 square kilometres (136 sq mi) in 2014. It has shrunk as the river
surrounding it has grown.

Also read our latest article - Centre directs States/UTs to take necessary action on SC's
order on National Anthem

--End of Article--

Najeeb Jung resigns
as Lieutenant Governor of Delhi

Najeeb Jung resigned as the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. He submitted his
resignation to the President Pranab Mukherjee. He was preceded by Tejendra Khanna.
He became the 19th Lieutenant Governor of the National Capital Territory of Delhi on
July 9, 2013. He was also the first Muslim in history to be appointed so. He is an IAS
officer of 1973 batch.
Aditya Nath Jha was the first Lt Governor of Delhi who took office in November 1966.

China launches TanSat satellite to monitor global carbon emissions

China launched TanSat on board Long March-2D rocket from Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Centre in northwest China’s Gobi Desert.  It was the 243rd mission of the Long March
series rockets.
With this launch, China became the third country after Japan and the United States to
have its own satellite to monitor greenhouse gases (GHGs). 
TanSat will thoroughly examine global CO2 levels every 16 days, accurate it to at least
4 ppm (parts per million). It weighs 620-kg and will be located in sun-synchronous orbit
of about 700 kms above the earth. It has three-year mission life.

Japan approves biggest ever defence budget

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s cabinet approved 5.13 trillion yen ($43.6 billion) in
defence spending for the fiscal year starting in April 2017. It is Japan’s highest annual
defence budget announced so far. It is up by 1.4% from the initial budget for the current
fiscal year. 
It marks the fifth straight increase in the annual defence budget in the face of North
Korea’s nuclear and missile threats and a territorial row with China. It also appropriates
funds to dispatch extra personnel to the Philippines and Vietnam to increase gathering
and sharing of information.
Japanese Coast Guard will increase security around the islands by allocating a record
210 billion yen, which includes two new patrol ships and the hiring of 200 more
personnel.

Jeje Lalpekhlua declared AIFF Player of the Year
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Footballer Jeje Lalpekhlua was adjudged as the 2016 AIFF Player of the Year. The
India, Mohun Bagan and Chennaiyin FC striker will get R 2.5 lakh and a trophy as
award.
Odisha's Sasmita Malik was adjudged as the 2016 AIFF Woman Footballer of the Year.
Malik, 27, is a midfielder and as award she will get Rs 2 lakh and a trophy.
Besides, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu and Uvena Fernandes were chosen for 2016 AIFF
Award for Special Recognition awards. As award they will get Rs. 1 lakh.
Other AIFF Awards

Emerging Player of the Year: Rowllin Borges
Emerging Woman Footballer of the Year: Sanju
Award for Best Grassroots Development Programme: Punjab Football
Association
Award for Best Referee: Pranjal Banerjee
Award for Best Assistant Referee: Joseph Tony
Award for long-time contribution to Indian Football: Nike

NGT bans open waste burning; Rs. 25,000 penalty declared

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) imposed a complete ban on burning of waste in
open places across the country. For each such incident, violators will pay
environmental compensation of Rs. 5,000 in case of simple burning and Rs. 25,000 in
case of bulk waste burning.
It also directed States and UTs to enforce and implement Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016 in a time-bound manner.
NGT is a statutory body established by a Government Notification using the powers of
Section 3 of the NGT Act 2010. It is a special fast-track court to handle the expeditious
disposal of the cases pertaining to environmental issues.

--End of Article--

National Consumer
Day observed on December 24

The National Consumer Day was observed in India on December 24, 2016. The theme
for the year 2016 is “Alternate Consumer Disputes Redressal”.
It was observed by Department of Consumer Affairs under the Union Ministry of
Consumer Affairs Food and Public Distribution.
It provides an opportunity for individuals to highlight the importance of the consumer
movement and promote the basic rights and responsibilities of all consumers. It was on
this day, the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 came into force.

Shiva Keshavan clinches gold at Asian Luge Championships

Five-time Winter Olympian Shiva Keshavan clinched a gold medal at the Asian Luge
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Championships in Nagano, Japan.
He was followed by Japan’s Tanaka Shohei, who claimed Silver, and Chinese’ Lien
Te-An, who claimed Bronze.
With this win, he became eligible to participate in the 2017 World Championship in
Innsbruck, Austria, and World Cup circuit in the lead up to the qualification process for
the 2018 Olympic Winter Games in Korea.

PM Modi laid foundation stone of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj memorial

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
memorial at an island in Arabian Sea off the Mumbai Coast.
Proposed on around 15-hectare island, the memorial will be as high as 210 metres of
which 60 percent would be the height of the statue alone. The total cost of the project is
Rs 3,600 crore of which the first phase would cost Rs 2,500 crore.
Besides, he inaugurated major infrastructure projects like two new Metro lines, Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link and Kalanagar flyover. He also inaugurated the new campus of
National Institute of Securities Markets (NISM) in Raigad, Maharashtra.

RBI opens banking ombudsman office in Dehradun

RBI has instituted a banking ombudsman office in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. With this,
total banking ombudsman in the country now stands at 17. It is the third in North India
after Kanpur and Chandigarh.
It has been instituted considering the significant increase in banking network during the
recent past and the vast jurisdiction being covered by the current Office of the Banking
Ombudsman, Kanpur. Saharanpur, Shamli (Prabudh Nagar), Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat,
Meerut, Bijnor and Amroha are districts whose jurisdiction will be transferred from OBO,
Kanpur to OBO, Dehradun.
Banking Ombudsman is an authority set up under India’s Banking Ombudsman
Scheme 2006. It was first introduced in India in 1995 for resolution of complaints of
customers of banks relating to certain services rendered by the banks.

UNSC votes on ending Israeli settlements

The UN Security Council (UNSC) has voted in favour of a resolution demanding the
halt of settlement activity by Israel on occupied Palestinian territory. However, the
United States notably abstained from it.
The resolution for a vote was put forward at the 15-member council by New Zealand,
Malaysia, Venezuela and Senegal following the withdrawal of Egypt.
It is the first resolution the Security Council has adopted on Israel and the Palestinians
in nearly eight years.

--End of Article--

Long range cruise
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missile ‘Nirbhay’ test-fired

The long range nuclear-capable subsonic cruise missile 'Nirbhay' was test fired from
the launch complex 3 of the Integrated Missile Test Range in Balasore, Odisha.
It was first tested in March 2013 and had failed completely. The second one was
dubbed "a partial success" in October 2014. The third test was done in October 2015
but it also failed miserably.
Nirbhay is a long range surface-to-surface developed indigenously by the DRDO. It is
capable of carrying conventional and nuclear warheads, has a strike range from 700 to
1,000 km and weighs about 1,500 kg.

India becomes world’s sixth-largest economy: Forbes magazine

According to report published in Forbes magazine, India has surpassed the United
Kingdom (UK) to become the world’s sixth-largest economy in GDP terms for the first
time in nearly 150 years.
According to the report, the shift has been driven by India's rapid economic growth over
the past 25 years, and 20 percent fall in the value of the pound due to recent Brexit-
related problems in the past 12 months.
Due to fall in value of pound, UK's 2016 GDP of £1.87 trillion converts to $2.29 trillion at
exchange rate of £0.81 per $1, whereas India's GDP of Rs. 153 trillion converts to $2.30
trillion at exchange rate of Rs. 6.6 per $1.
The top five largest economies are the United States (1st), China (2nd), Japan (3rd),
Germany (4th) and France (5th).

Union Cabinet approves ordinance to pay salaries by cheques

Union Cabinet approved a draft ordinance to empower states and allow industries to
pay workers’ wages digitally, through a direct bank transfer to accounts or by cheque in
a bid to encourage cashless transactions.
The draft ordinance proposes changes to the Section 6 of the Payment of Wages Act,
1936 to encourage cashless transactions. It will need the President’s assent to become
law as per article 123 of the Constitution.
It will allow industries to pay wages to workers earning up to Rs. 18,000/ month, without
taking their explicit consent as required under present Act.
The present law (1936 Act) states that all payment of wages should be in cash. It also
has mandatory provision asking employers to obtain written permission of the worker to
pay either by cheque or by crediting wages to his or her bank account.

Gujarat announces Aerospace and Defence Policy-2016

The Gujarat government announced Aerospace and Defence Policy-2016 offering a
slew of benefits and incentives for investors in a bid to attract investment into fields of
aerospace and defence design, development and manufacturing in the state.
Under it, investors will be entitled to get 100 percent reimbursement on stamp duty and
registration charges paid for purchase, lease or mortgage of land meant for setting up
the facility in the areas of Aerospace and Defence (A&D).
State has also made a provision of giving cash subsidy of 25 percent on capital
investment made by MSME units to set up their facility in the A&D sector. It would also
provide all the required assistance to develop the infrastructure on PPP model. 
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U.S. bans oil, gas drilling in Arctic, Atlantic oceans

US president Barack Obama, in his last effort to lock in environmental protections, has
permanently banned new oil and gas drilling in most US-owned waters in the Arctic and
Atlantic oceans.
He used his veto power of 1953 law that allows presidents to block the sale of new
offshore drilling and mining rights.
The ban came in a joint announcement by Obama and the Canadian prime minister,
Justin Trudeau. who also imposed a five-year ban on all oil and gas drilling licensing in
the Canadian Arctic. The moratorium will be reviewed every five years.
The ban imposed by Obama will affect federal waters off Alaska in the Chukchi Sea
and most of the Beaufort Sea and in the Atlantic from New England to the Chesapeake
Bay. It is also unprecedented in scale and could be challenged by Donald Trump in
court.

--End of Article--

Northeast Institute of
Ayurveda and Homeopathy in Shillong inaugurated

Union Minister of State for AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik inaugurated the North Eastern
Institute of Ayurveda and Homeopathy (NEIAH) in Shillong, Meghalaya.
It aims at providing alternative health care to people of the northeastern region and
Sikkim. Its primary aim is to produce quality human resource in the area of Ayush,
particularly in ayurveda and homoeopathy along with yoga. It will provide quality and
inter-disciplinary research in ayurveda and homoeopathy.
The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH) was formed on 9 November 2014. Prior to that it was a Department
under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

Venkaiah Naidu launches Government of India Calendar 2017

Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Venkaiah Naidu released the Government
of India Calendar 2017 with the overarching theme "Mera Desh Badal Raha Hai, Aage
Badh Raha Hai".
The calendar also provides month-wise theme based on various government
schemes as given below:

January: Skilling India for Youth Led Development
February: Empowering the Poor
March: Sashakt Nari, Sashakt Bharat
April: Futuristic India through Infrastructure Building
May: MSME: India’s Economic Backbone
June: Farmers: Bread Winners of our Nation
July: Rural Electrification: Lightning Every Home
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August: Armed Forces: Pride of the Nation
September: Cashless Transactions
October: Swachh Bharat: New Vigour to Sanitation
November: Corruption Free Governance
December: Sugamya Bharat: Accessible India

He also released a digital calendar app. He also announced 100 days of the good
governance campaign that will begin from December 25- the birth anniversary of former
PM Atal Behari Vajpayee - observed as Good Governance Day.

UP government transfers 17 OBCs sub-castes into SC category

The Samajwadi Party-led Uttar Pradesh (UP) government passed a resolution to
transfer 17 sub-castes in Other Backward Castes (OBCs) into Scheduled Castes (SC)
category.
These sub-castes include Kashyap, Kewat, Batham, Gaur, Kahar, Nishad, Bhar, Bind,
Rajbhar, Prajapati, Majhi, Tura, Mallah, Kumhar, Dheemar and Machua.
Earlier in 2005, the SP government had amended the UP Public Services Act, 1994, to
include as many as 17 castes in the OBCs to the SC category.? But since the power to
declare any caste as 'Scheduled' rests with the Centre, the then UP government's
decision, taken without the consent of the Union government, was declared
unconstitutional and void by the Allahabad High Court.

India defeats Korea to clinch bronze in Women’s U-18 Asia Cup hockey

Indian junior women's hockey team defeated Korea 3-0 to clinch the bronze medal at
the 4th Women's U-18 Asia Cup. The match was held in Bangkok, Thailand.
The gold of the tournament was won by China who defeated the defending champions
Japan by 4-2 margin in the final. Malaysia outclassed Thailand 8-0 to finish fifth while
Chinese Taipei came in seventh after disposing Singapore 4-1.
The inaugural edition of the Asia Cup was won by India in 2001 and Korea emerged
champions in the second edition held eight years later. 

Ashwin wins Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Cricketer of the year

Ravichandran Ashwin has become the third India cricketer and 12th overall to win the
prestigious Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy after being named as the ICC Cricketer of the
Year 2016. Prior to him, only Rahul Dravid (2004) and Sachin Tendulkar (2010) have
won it.
He was also adjudged as the ICC Test Cricketer of the Year, which made him only the
second Indian player after Rahul Dravid (2004) to bag the two coveted prizes.
South Africa’s wicketkeeper-batsman Quinton de Kock was named as the ICC ODI
Cricketer of the Year. Carlos Brathwaite of the West Indies won the ICC T20I
Performance of the Year award. Bangladesh fast bowler Mustafizur Rahman won
the ICC Emerging Cricketer of the Year award. Afghanistan’s flamboyant wicketkeeper-
batsman Mohammad Shahzad was named as the ICC Associate and Affiliate Cricketer
of the Year.
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--End of Article--

‘Kuchipudi’ dance form
found a place in Guinness Book of World Records

The classical dance of Andhra Pradesh ‘Kuchipudi’ has found a place in the Guinness
Book of World Records yet again, when a record 6,117 dancers came together to
present a show at the IGMC Stadium in Vijaywada.
The adjudicator declared that "Jayamu Jayamu" item presented in unison by the
participants created a new record and handed over a certificate to N Chandrababu
Naidu, the state chief minister.
Kuchipudi originated in a village of Krishna district in modern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh. Its tradition believes that Tirtha Narayana Yati – a sannyasin of Advaita
Vedanta persuasion, and his disciple an orphan named Siddhendra Yogi founded and
systematized the modern version of Kuchipudi in the 17th century. It largely developed
as a Hindu god Krishna-oriented Vaishnavism tradition.

British singer George Michael passed away

British pop star and musician George Michael recently passed away at the age of 53.
He was also a songwriter, and record producer who rose to fame as a member
(with Andrew Ridgeley) of the music duo Wham!. He was best known in the 1980s and
1990s with his style of post-disco dance-pop, with best-selling songs such as "Last
Christmas" and "Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go".
He recently announced a second documentary on his life entitled Freedom, set to be
released in March 2017.

Odisha government to launch DAMAN programme for malaria control

The Odisha government has decided to launch a new malaria control
programme, DAMAN, in inaccessible areas. DAMAN is an acronym of ‘Durgama
Anchalare Malaria Nirakaran’, which means ‘malaria control in inaccessible areas’. 
The state will appropriate an annual expenditure of Rs 24 crore from the state
budget. The programme will be in implementation for five years with a total spending of
Rs 120 crore.
Initially, it will be implemented in eight high malaria endemic southern districts: Koraput,
Malkangiri, Nabarangapur, Kalahandi, Rayagada, Gajapati, Nuapada and Kandhamal.
69 persons died of malaria in Odisha as on October 30, 2016, which is highest in the
country. Odisha contributes around 38% of the reported malaria cases and 28% of
deaths to the country's total burden.

Odisha Government launches Biju Sishu Surakshya Yojana

The Odisha Government launched the Biju Sishu Surakshya Yojana, a scheme to
nurture the orphan and HIV-infected children residing in different child care institutions
and orphanages. 
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The objective is to facilitate care and protection towards orphans and HIV infected
children of the state.
Under it, scholarship will be provided to top three meritorious students of each district of
the state and each student who passes the HSC examination will get Rs. 20000. State
government will deposit Rs. 1000 in the Sukayana Samridhi accounts of the girl
children till they attain the age of 18 years.

ICICI Bank launches EazyPay app for Merchants

ICICI has launched EazyPay mobile application for merchants that allows all-in-one
acceptance payments platform.
It consolidates all digital wallets, QR code, Unified Payments Interface (UPI), and credit
& debit cards modes of payments. With this, ICICI Bank became first bank in the country
to roll out all-in-one payments platform. 
It also allows merchants to receive payments from ICICI Bank’s own e-wallet ‘Pockets’.

--End of Article--

Good Governance Day
observed on December 25

'Good Governance Day' is being observed on December 25 on the occasion of the
92nd birthday of former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
The day was established in 2014 to honor Prime Minister Vajpayee by fostering
awareness among the Indian people of accountability in government.
Atal was the 10th Prime Minister of India, first for 13 days in 1996 and then from 1998 to
2004. A leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), he is the first Prime Minister from
outside the Indian National Congress party to serve a full five-year term. He was
conferred Bharat Ratna in 2015 and
Padma Vibhushan in 1992.

DRDO successfully flight tests Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon.

The Defence and Research Development Organization (DRDO) has successfully
conducted the flight test of Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon (SAAW) from an IAF aircraft.
This 120 kg class smart weapon was carried out from Integrated Test Range (ITR) in
Chandipur, Odisha. 
It is capable of destroying ground targets with high precision up to a range of
100km. This light weight precision guided bombs are one among the world class
weapons systems.

India jumps two places to 135 in FIFA rankings

In the FIFA football rankings published yesterday, India jumped two places to finish the
year 2016 at 135. It is their best in the last six years.
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Top 5 rank holders were – Argentina (1st), Brazil (2nd), Germany (3rd), Chile (4th) and
Belgium (5th).
The FIFA World Ranking is a ranking system for men's national teams in association
football. The rankings were introduced in December 1992, and eight teams
(Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain) have
held the top position, of which Brazil have spent longest ranked first.

Pankaj Yadav wins Junior Men’s 25m Pistol Gold at 60th National Shooting
Championship

Pankaj Yadav of the Border Security Force (BSF) clinches Gold at the Junior Men’s
25m Sports Pistol event at the 60th National Shooting Championship Competitions
(NSCC), being held at Pune. The event was organized by National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI).
In the Junior Women’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions event, Haryana’s Aditi Singh striked Gold
and defeated Tamil Nadu’s Gaayathri, who managed 436.7 to settle for Silver. Dilreen
Gill of Punjab won the Bronze.
In the Women’s 25m Pistol event, Olympian Heena Sidhu representing ONGC, beat
Haryana’s Muskan in the Gold medal match to be crowned National Champion.

Regional Conference on ‘Innovations in Citizen Centric Services Delivery’ begins in
Jaipur

The Regional Conference on ‘Innovations in Citizen Centric Services Delivery’ was
recently organized by Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances
(DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions. It was a two-day event
held in Jaipur.
This aims to create a common platform to share experiences in the formulation and
implementation of best practises in citizen centric governance, improved public service
delivery through e-Governance, transparent, accountable and citizen-friendly effective
administration.

--End of Article--

Madras High Court
bans unauthorised Sharia courts in Tamil Nadu

The Madras High Court has banned all unauthorised Sharia courts in mosques across
Tamil Nadu, stating that centres of worship were only to be used for religious purposes.
It also directed that Tamil Nadu State government to ensure that such unauthorised
courts do not function.
The verdict came in response to a PIL filed by a non-resident Indian mentioning that
such sharia courts are operating as a court of law from mosques and dealt largely with
matrimonial disputes, even going to the extent of passing divorce orders.
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Earlier in 2014, Supreme Court had refused to ban Sharia courts stating that the
interpretations made by Islamic judges and are not legally binding.

Government to soft launch malware cleaning system

Ministry of Electronics and IT, headed by Ravi Shankar Prasad will launch operations
of a long-awaited ‘Malware and Botnet cleaning centre’ with soft launch. It has
appropriated Rs 100 crore for setting up this facility.
This programme is aimed at automatically disinfecting computers and mobiles from
viruses and malicious software for free.
Botnet is a network of malicious softwares that can steal information, take control of
device function and carry out cyber-attacks like Distributed Denial-of-Service (DDoS)
that prevent access of websites. 

Huge dead zone discovered in Bay of Bengal

According to a recent study published in ‘Nature Geosciences’, scientists have
discovered a huge ‘dead zone’ of an estimated 60,000 square kilometres in Bay of
Bengal.
As per observations, it supports microbial processes that remove vast amount of
nitrogen from the ocean.
Dead Zone is an area in water body that contains little or no oxygen (or they are
hypoxic) in bottom and near-bottom water. Often they occur naturally but it can be
caused by excessive nutrient pollution from human activities coupled with other factors.

Haryana issues petro cards to drivers for digital payments of fuel

Haryana government has issued "petro cards" to its drivers for cashless payments for
fuel and also announced prizes on daily basis for the citizens who would be
registering and transacting proactively towards cashless transactions.
Two oil companies like 'Indian Oil' and 'Bharat Petroleum' have been shortlisted for this
purpose. The State Bank of India (SBI) will install 3000 Point of Sale (POS) Machines
at various state government offices across the state without any charges.
A scheme has been launched to give away 5 prizes of Rs. ten thousand each, 10
 prizes of Rs. five thousand each and 50 prizes of Rs. one thousand each on daily basis
till  31th Dec.2016.

World’s first Goat with superfine wool cloned in China

The world’s first cloned goat bearing superfine Cashmere wool was born in north
China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.
It will be raised in a base for animal husbandry research conducted by experts from
agricultural universities in southwest China’s Yunnan Province and Inner Mongolia.
Cloning is a scientific process of creating genetically identical copies of biological
matter. It may include genetically identical copies of genes, cells, tissues or entire
organisms.
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--End of Article--

PM to Lay Foundation
Stone of ‘Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the foundation stone of the ambitious Chardham
Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna’ in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
It includes developing 900 km of national  highways in Uttarakhand at a total cost of Rs.
12000 crores.
It aims at improving the connectivity to the Char Dham pilgrimage centres in the
Himalayas, making journey to these centres safer, faster and more convenient. These
Chardhams (also called Chota Char Dhams) are Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and
Badrinat.

India beat Sri Lanka to lift Under-19 Asia Cricket Cup

India won the Under-19 Asia Cricket Cup organised by Asia Cricket Council (ACC). It
defeated host Sri Lanka in the final played at R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. It was
the third edition of the championship.
Abhishek Sharma was adjudged Man of the Match while HJ Rana was adjudged
Player of the Series. KL Nagarkoti, RD Chahar and HJ Patel were recognized as Youth
ODI debuts.
The ACC U-19 Asia Cup is a cricket tournament organised by the ACC for Under-19
teams from its member nations. It was first held in 2012 in Malaysia where the trophy
was shared by India and Pakistan after the final was tied.

Pankaj Advani bags National title in 6-red Snooker

Sixteen-time world champion Pankaj Advani bagged the National title in 6-red Snooker
by defeating Ishpreet Chadha. With this win, he qualified for the Asian and World
Championships in 6-red Snooker to be held in 2017.
Advani reclaimed the title, which he had won during the inaugural edition in Bangalore
in 2010. He is the only player in the world to win all titles — National, Continental and
World — in 6-red Snooker.
6-red Snooker is a cue sport based on snooker, but with only six red balls on the table
as opposed to the standard fifteen. 

Japan successfully launched Epsilon-2 to study radiation belts

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) has successfully launched a solid fuel
rocket named Epsilon-2 from the Uchinoura Space Center.
It is a 26-metre-long rocket which released Exploration of energization and Radiation in
Geospace (ERG) satellite to study radiation belts around the earth soon after the lift-off. 
ERG satellite will orbit in a highly elliptical orbit, getting as close to Earth as 350
kilometers and as far away as 30,000 km. This path will take the satellite through the
Van Allen radiation belts, where the earth’s magnetic field traps huge numbers of fast-
moving electrons and other particles.

A.K. Bajaj committee constituted to assist Krishna River Management Board
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Union Water Resources Ministry has reconstituted a committee that was tasked with
assisting the Krishna River Management Board (KRMB). It will be headed by A.K.
Bajaj, former chairman of the Central Water Commission (CWC). Others members of
committee are Gopala Krishnan, R.P. Pandey, Pradeep Kumar Shukla and N.N. Rai.
It will assist board to prepare a manual on how projects, common to Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, ought to be handled. It will also decide how the Godavari waters ought
to be transferred to the Krishna Basin in accordance with the Godavari Water Disputes
Tribunal Award.
Previously constituted A.D. Mohile committee was opposed by Telangana government
as it was considered one-sided and biased against Telangana. 

--End of Article--

Meghalaya to host 2022
National Games

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) at its annual general meeting chaired by its
Chairman N Ramachandran nominated Meghalaya state to host the National Games
2022
The last National Games were held in 2015 in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. It was won
by Services and Kerala followed it.
The National Games is normally held once in every two years. However, there have
been several instances where the games were not held according to this norm.
Till date only two Northeastern states have hosted the games, Manipur in 1999 and
Assam in 2007. Meghalaya will celebrate 50 years of it attaining statehood in 2022 so it
would be befitting for the state to host the games.

Kohli named as Cricket Australia's 'ODI Captain of Year'

India's Test captain Virat Kohli has been named as skipper of Cricket Australia's ODI
team of the year 2016. Besides him, young Indian yorker Jasprit Bumrah featured in the
list.
Cricketers to feature in Cricket Australia's ODI Team of Year are Virat Kohli (India),
David Warner (Australia), Quinton de Kock (South Africa), Steve Smith (Australia),
Babar Azam (Pakistan), Mitchell Marsh (Australia), Jos Buttler (England), Jasprit
Bumrah (India) and Imran Tahir (South Africa).
Earlier, Kohli was nominated as captain of the ICC's ODI team of the year defeating
Australia's Steve Smith. 

Rajasthani writer Satya Narayan chosen for 2016 Bihari Puraskar

Noted Rajasthani litterateur Dr. Satya Narayan was chosen for the 26th Bihari Puraskar
by the K K Birla Foundation for his Hindi book titled ‘Yeh Ek Dunia’ published in 2010.
Bihari Puraskar was instituted in 1991 by the K K Birla Foundation. It is named after
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famous Hindi poet Bihari. It carries a cash prize of Rs 2 lakhs, besides a citation and a
plaque. It recognises outstanding work in Hindi or Rajasthani.
The 2015 Bihari Puraskar was awarded to writer Bhagwati Lal Vyas for his Rajasthani
poetry collection titled, “Katha Sun Aawe Hai Sabad”.

Gujarat government announces Biotechnology Policy 2016

Gujarat Government announced its ‘Biotechnology Policy-2016’ to establish state as a
preferred destination for manufacturing of biotechnology products.
The new policy aims to take annual turnover of biotechnology products to Rs 15,000
crore from current f Rs 4,500 crore turnover within next 3-4 years and make Gujarat top
state in this sector in the country.
The state government will provide capital subsidy up to Rs 25 crore on the total
investment for developing a Biotechnology (BT) Park.

AU Financiers gets final licence from RBI to start small finance bank

Jaipur-based AU Financiers (India) Ltd received the final licence from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to start a small finance bank. With this approval, it becomes the
17th Small Finance Bank to seek license.
AU Financiers was the only non-banking finance company (NBFC) among the 10
entities to receive in-principle approvals to start small finance banks in September
2015.
However till date, only Capital Small Finance Bank and Equitas Small Finance Bank
have started operations in the country.

--End of Article--

Punjab to create elite
force to tackle terror attacks, hijacking

The Punjab government will set up an elite force of the state police to tackle terror
attacks, hijackings and other emergency situations. This was announced by Deputy
Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal.
It will comprise of 250 Punjab Police personnel, who will be trained with the latest
techniques, and equipped with the latest weaponry and gadgets.
Punjab has faced terror attacks from suspected Pakistani terrorists in Dinanagar (July
2015) in Gurdaspur district and the Pathankot airbase (January 2016).

Oscar-winning art director Gil Parrondo passed away

Gil Parrondo, an Academy Award-winning art director, died in Madrid. He was 95.
He was a Spanish art director, set decorator and production designer. He won four
“Goya” awards, given each year by Spain’s Film Academy.
His art direction in film “Patton” (1970) and “Nicholas and Alexandra” (1974) helped him

http://www.onlinetyari.com


54.Evening News Digest, 27 December 2016 Date:2016-12-27

won an Oscar for each. He also won nomination for an Oscar for his 1972 work in the
film  “Travels with My Aunt”.

Kerala emerges National Cycling champion for the 10th time

Kerala with 91 points retained the overall title in the 69th senior, 46th junior and 32nd
sub-junior National track cycling championship. It was held at the Lakshmibai National
College for Physical Education, Velodrome.
Kerala was followed by Maharashtra (56 points) and Andaman & Nicobar (54 points) at
second and third place respectively.
P. Sanu Raj of Services in Men section and Deborah of Andaman and Nicobar in
Women section emerged as ‘best cyclist’ of the meet.

IIT Gandhinagar scientists develop irrigation maps of India

For the first time, researchers from IIT Gandhinagar have prepared high-resolution
maps of irrigated areas of India from 2000-2015 using remote sensing data. The team of
researchers was led by Dr. Vimal Mishra. Its results were published in ‘Scientific Data’.
While the irrigation maps developed by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
are of low resolution, the high-resolution maps of International Water Management
Institute (IWMI) are available for just one year and do not cover the entire country. 
The new maps developed by IIT Gandhinagar presents annual irrigated area maps at a
resolution of 250 meters for the period 2000-2015 covering all the agro-ecological
zones of India.

US Scientists build bacteria-powered battery on a paper sheet

US scientists have developed a bacteria-powered battery (bio-battery) on a single sheet
of paper, which is capable of powering disposable electronics.
The paper-based bacteria-powered battery design is part of a new field of research
called papertronics, which is a fusion of paper and electronics.
In this regard, the power is generated by common bacteria found in wastewater. Thus it
stores power generated by organic compounds.

--End of Article--

Lt Gen Vinod Vashisht
takes over as DG NCC

Lt Gen Vinod Vashisht has been appointed as the Director General (DG) of National
Cadet Corps (NCC). He will replace Lt. General Aniruddha Chakravarty who retired on
August 31, 2016.
The National Cadet Corps is a tri-Services Organization, comprising
the Army, Navy and Air Force, engaged in grooming the youth of the country into
disciplined and patriotic citizens. It was established in 1948 and is headquartered in
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New Delhi.

Centre releases Rs 1,982 crore for Andhra Pradesh's Polavaram project

The Centre released Rs 1,982 crore for the multipurpose Polavaram irrigation project in
Andhra Pradesh.
The funding is being done through National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) under Prime Minister Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).
Polavaram project will provide irrigation facilities TO over 7.20 lakh acres area. It would
also transfer 80 TMC of Godavari water to Krishna River and provide 23.44 TMC of
Godavari water for the industries in and around Vishakhapatnam. It is likely to be
completed by 2018.
Besides, NABARD also sanctioned loans worth Rs 35,322 crore under Long Term
Irrigation Fund.

Bihar, Odisha get special packages for completion of major projects

The Centre has approved an amount of Rs 200 crore as special assistance to Bihar for
completion of the ongoing projects under Special Plan Bihar.
An amount of 367.93 crore rupees has also been approved to be released as special
assistance to Odisha. The Special Plan for the Koraput, Bolangir and Kalahandi
districts has been in operation since 2002-03.
The schemes taken up under this are largely for promotion of education among ST/SC
girls and boys including development of playgrounds and sports activities in hostels
and schools, improvement of roads and strengthening of electric supply systems.

Centre releases special stamp on freedom fighter Gaya Prasad Katiyar

Anupriya Patel, Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare has released a Special
Cover on freedom fighter Gaya Prasad Katiyar and a set of eight Commemorative
Postage Stamps on “Personalities Series: Bihar” & a stamp on “Hardayal Municipal
Heritage Public Library”.
Personalities covered under this series are Sachchidananda Sinha, Karpoori Thakur,
Dashrath Manjhi, Vidyapati, Kailashpati Mishra, Kunwar Singh, Phanishwar Nath Renu
and Krishna Sinha.
Set up in 1862, the Hardayal Municipal Heritage Public Library is situated in New Delhi.
It has a unique collection of more than 1,70,000 books in Hindi, English, Urdu, Arabic,
Persian and Sanskrit. This is one of the few Libraries in the world with a collection of at
least 8,000 rare books.

China passes law levying environment tax to curb pollution

China has passed a new law to levy environment tax on polluters, especially on heavy
industries. It will enter into force on January 1, 2018 and will be key to fighting
pollution.  
However, carbon dioxide, one of the major contributors to global warming, is not
included in the levying list.         
It followed red alert issued due to heavy smog over Beijing and 23 other cities last week
leading to imposition of odd-even number system to regulate vehicles and closure of
schools.
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China is the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gases, due to its heavy reliance on
coal to provide electricity to its population of 1.37 billion.

--End of Article--

Amul all set to invest
Rs. 200 crores in West Bengal

Amul, a brand owned by Kaira District Cooperative Milk Producers’ Union is all set to
invest in West Bengal. The company will set up a ‘Centralised Milk Processing Plant’ at
Kandua Food Park in Howrah district’s Sankrail town.
Kandua Food Park has been developed by WBIDC to cater to the needs of producers
and manufacturers of food and agricultural products.
Amul was formed in 1946. It is owned by Kaira District Cooperative Milk Producers
(KDCMPUL) and managed by the Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd
(GCMMF). It is currently the largest food brand of India.

Gadkari inaugurated Sagarmala Development Company office in New Delhi

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated Sagarmala
Development Company's (SDC) office in New Delhi to promote port-led development
along India’s 7,500 km-long coastline.
It has been incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013 and will be administratively
managed by Ministry of Shipping.
Its main objective is to identify port-led development projects under the Sagarmala
programme and provide equity support for the project special purpose vehicles (SPVs)
to be set up by the Ports, State, Central Ministries and funding window.
It will implement only those residual projects which cannot be funded by any other
means mode.

UK Scientists found World's most heat resistant material

Researchers from Imperial College London in the United Kingdom (UK) discovered that
the melting point of hafnium carbide is the highest ever recorded for a material.
It can withstand temperatures of nearly 4,000 degrees Celsius. It is supposed to pave
the way for improved heat resistant shielding for the faster-than-ever hypersonic space
vehicles.
Reports found that Tantalum carbide (TaC) and hafnium carbide (HfC) are refractory
ceramics, meaning they are extraordinarily resistant to heat. 

India testfires surface to surface Agni-5 ballistic missile

In order to strengthen its nuclear deterrence, India successfully test-fired its
indigenously developed inter-continental surface-to-surface nuclear capable ballistic
missile ‘Agni-5’.
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It launched the missile from a mobile launcher from the launch complex-4 of the
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Abdul Kalam island off Odisha coast.
Developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), this was
the fourth developmental flight of Agni-5. It was first test fired on April 19, 2012, second
on September 15, 2013 and third on January 31, 2015.
Weighing 50 tonne it has a range of more than 5,000 km, the Agni-5 is capable of
carrying a nuclear warhead of more than one tonne. It is a three-stage, solid propellant,
17 meter long missile.

Maharashtra launches Transform Maharashtra initiative to engage youth in
governance

On the sidelines of IIT Bombay's 'Mood Indigo' festival, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis launched an initiative 'Transform Maharashtra' to engage youth in
governance of the state.
It is posed to be the biggest platform for youth to create a road-map of
developed Maharashtra by 2025 and aims to reach out to one crore youth by the time.
It will provide an opportunity to college students to put their heads together and come
up with policy and/or programme level solutions to 11 critical challenges being faced by
the state.

--End of Article--

Viral Acharya
appointed Deputy Governor of RBI

Viral Acharya was appointed as the Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). He will have a three-year term.
The post of one of the four Deputy Governors had fallen vacant following the
appointment of Urijit Patel as RBI Governor. The other three Deputy Governors are N S
Vishwanathan, S S Mundra and R Gandhi.
An alumni of IIT-Bombay, he is a C.V. Starr Professor of Economics in the Department
of Finance at the New York University (NYU) Stern School of Business.
The RBI has four deputy governor posts, of which two are filled by promotions from
within the ranks of the central bank. Among the other two, one post is to be filled by a
commercial banker, while the other goes to an economist.

AIADMK unanimously elects V K Sasikala as General Secretary

The General Council of All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
unanimously passed a resolution to appoint V.K. Sasikala as general secretary of the
party. She will replace  Late J. Jayalalithaa.
The general council meeting was presided by party presidium chairman E.
Madhusudhanan. This was its first meeting after Jayalalithaa's death.
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AIADMK is an Indian political party in the states of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.  It is
currently in power in Tamil Nadu and is the third largest party in the Indian Parliament. It
is a Dravidian party and was founded by M. G. Ramachandran.

Myanmar drafts bill to criminalise gang rape, domestic violence

Myanmar government is drafting a law that could see men jailed for up to seven years
for getting a woman pregnant but not marrying her. To become an act, it should be
passed in Myanmar Parliament (Assembly of the Union).
The new law would criminalise domestic violence for the first time and make gang-rape
a capital offense.
There are currently no laws to prevent domestic violence against women or combat
sexual harassment in the workplace.

China tests new FC-31 Gyrfalcon stealth fighter

China has tested improved version of its fifth-generation stealth fighter jet christened as
FC-31 Gyrfalcon. The design of the aircraft is similar to F-35 fighter plane of the US,
which at present is the most advance fighter plane.
Previously known as the J-31, this twin engine, radar-evading aircraft is still under
development by Shenyang Aircraft Corp, part of the Aviation Industry Corporation of
China (AVIC).
FC-31 has state-of-the-art instruments such as its electro-optical targeting system and
helmet-mounted display and sight system.

Bihar government announces 50% reservation in Judicial Services

Bihar Government has declared 50 percent reservation in all judicial services for
aspirants belonging to the Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs), Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).
This reservation will be in both Superior Judicial Services and Subordinate Judicial
Services of the State. 
Aspirants belonging to EBCs will get 21%reservation, OBCs will have 12%
reservations, Scheduled Castes will have 16% reservation and Scheduled Tribes will
get 1% reservation. In all categories, there will be 35% ‘horizontal reservation’ for
women and 1% reservation for disabled persons.

--End of Article--

Cabinet approves
ordinance to make possession of old notes penal offence

The Union Cabinet approved promulgation of an Ordinance to make possession of
more than 10 banned scrapped banknotes (1,000 and 500 rupee notes) - a penal
offence after March 31, 2017. It will come into force once it gets Presidential assent.
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The penalty imposed is a monetary fine of 10,000 rupees or five times the cash held,
whichever is higher.
Also, it held that furnishing wrong information while depositing the old currency
between January 1, 2017 and March 31, 2017 will attract a fine of 5,000 rupees or five
times the amount.
The ordinance called Specified Bank Notes Cessation of Liabilities Ordinance seeks to
amend the RBI Act, 1934 and is the culmination of the demonetisation exercise that
started on November 8, 2016. It will end the RBI's liability with regard to the Rs. 500 and
1000 notes that are not returned to the system as also those that were deposited. 

IAF’s Advanced Landing Ground at Arunachal’s Tuting becomes operational

Indian Air Force (IAF’s) Advanced Landing Ground (ALG) at Tuting in Arunachal
Pradesh became functional. 
It will facilitate air connectivity with rest of the country and give a fillip to tourism in the
state. It will also provide access to the pristine and picturesque landscape of Tuting on
the banks of river Siang.     
The Tuting ALG will be used to bring in vital supplies from cities in Assam via fixed
wing aircraft and helicopters besides meeting challenges during natural calamities.
The Tuting ALG had been abandoned after 1962-war with China. The strategic location
of Tuting ALG will serve as the launching pad for the IAF operations and help in
managing the India-China border areas.

Ana Ivanovic announces retirement from Pro Tennis

Serbian professional tennis player Ana Ivanovic announced retirement from tennis at
the age of 29.
Ana became the first Serbian woman to win a grand slam tournament when she beat
Russia’s Dinara Safina in the 2008 French Open final. The win had catapulted her to
No 1 position in women tennis rankings.
Along with compatriots Jelena Jankovic and Novak Djokovic, Ivanovic helped lead a
Serbian revolution in pro tennis in the late 2000s.

Shinzo Abe becomes first Japanese PM to offer condolences at Pearl Harbour

The Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe offered "everlasting condolences" for the Pearl
Harbour attack which killed 2403 Americans 75 years ago. He offered his condolences
during his historic visit to Hawaii air base.
With this, he became the first Prime Minister of Japan to visit USS Arizona Memorial
and offer condolences. The visit was also the first to the site by the leaders of both
countries. However, Shigeru Yoshida was the first Japanese leader to visit Pearl
Harbour in 1951.
The attack on Pearl Harbor or Hawaii Operation or Operation AI was a surprise military
strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service against the United States naval
base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory on December 7, 1941. This attack led to the
United States' entry into World War II.

Union Government launched Swachh Swasth Sarvatra initiative

Union Health Ministry in collaboration with the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation
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and Human Resource Development launched the Swachh Swasth Sarvatra initiative.
The objective is to strengthen community health centres in 708 open defecation-free
blocks across the country to enable them to achieve higher levels of cleanliness and
hygiene. In this regard, 10 lakh rupees of financial assistance will be given to the
community health centres.
The initiative is a part of the Swachh Bharat Mission, under the National Health
Mission. It is focused on the twin objectives of constructing toilets and enabling
behavioural change, with the goal of making India free of open defecation by October 2,
2019.

--End of Article--

Cabinet approves
need-based sale of surplus land of four Pharmaceutical PSUs

To meet their outstanding liabilities and use national assets in the best national interest,
Union Cabinet has approved the sale of surplus land of four pharamaceuticals public
sector undertakings (PSUs).
These are Hindustan Antibiotics Limited (HAL), Indian Drugs & Pharmaceuticals
Limited (IDPL), Rajasthan Drugs & Pharmaceuticals Limited (RDPL) and Bengal
Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals Limited (BCPL). BCPL is the first pharma company of
the country.

Cabinet approves signing framework agreement for International Solar Alliance (ISA)

Union Cabinet has approved the proposal of Ministry of New & Renewable Energy
(MNRE) for ratification of ISA’s Framework Agreement by India.
ISA was launched jointly by the Prime Minister of India and the President of France on
November 30, 2015, at Paris on the side-lines of the 21st CoP meeting of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). It is headquartered in
Gwal Pahari, Gurgaon.
It aims to bring together more than 121 solar resource rich nations for coordinated
research, low cost financing and rapid deployment. 

Also read related article - International Solar Alliance: A Game changer for Climate
Change

China launches "SuperView-1 01/02" high-resolution remote sensing satellites

China successfully launched a pair of high-resolution remote sensing satellites on
board Long March 2D rocket to get commercial images at 0.5-m resolution. The
satellites were launched from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in Shanxi Province.
The launch follows a white paper release in which China has expressed its plan to form
a BeiDou network consisting of 35 satellites for global navigation services by 2020. It is
expected to compete with America’s Global Positioning system.

http://www.onlinetyari.com
https://onlinetyari.com/latest-news-articles/international-solar-alliance-a-game-changer-i19908.html


57.Morning News Digest, 29 December 2016 Date:2016-12-28

The white paper also said that China will launch a lunar probe in 2018 to achieve
world’s first soft landing on the far side of the Moon to show case its ambitious space
programme.

SP Vaid appointed as Director General of J&K Police

S P Vaid has been appointed as the new Director General of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) Police.
He will replace K. Rajendra Kumar, who will retire on December 31, 2016. Currently,
Vaid is the Special Director General (Law and Order), and will remain till October 2019. 
Earlier, he was in news for playing a major role in controlling the unrest in the Kashmir
Valley following the killing of militant commander Burhan Wani.

Centre sanctions Rs 200.00 Crores for the Tirupur Dyeing Industry

The Centre sanctioned Rs 200 crore to Tirupur dyeing industry for setting up 18
Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs). The amount sanctioned is an interest free
loan that will be converted into grant based on the performance of the CETPs.
It will help ailing CETPs and 450 dyeing units to recover from the financial crisis and
help them to complete the project to achieve 100 percent capacity utilization.
The industry was facing problems on account of their huge investments in the first ever
Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) projects in the country and was on the verge of closure
due to severe financial crisis.
Tirupur in Tamil Nadu is a hub of the textile processing and knitting industry that
provides employment to over 5 lakh persons and contributes 22 percent of the total
garment export of the country. 

--End of Article--

Co-Artist of national
emblem Dinanath Bhargava passed away

Internationally renowned artist Dinanath Bhargava, who designed the national emblem
'Lion Capital of Ashoka' along with five others passed away. He was 89. He
also decorated the pages of the Constitution's manuscript.
He was native of Multai, in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh. He used to work in the All
India Handloom Board in Indore. He was handpicked by legendary painter Nandalal
Bose - the then principal of Kala Bhavan, the Fine Arts department at Visva-Bharati - to
design the cover and pages of the Constitution.
Nandlal Bose picked Dinanath Bhargava, Kripal Singh Sekhawat, Jagdish Mittal and
Gauri Bhanja (Bose's daughter) among others to design the page borders of the
Constitution.
Bhargava is credited to have brought Madhubani paintings on cloth and was also
instrumental in double decker loom and designing new Chanderi saris. 
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The National Emblem of India is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka at Sarnath,
preserved in the Sarnath Museum, Varanasi. It was adopted on 26 January 1950, the
day on which India became a republic.

Odisha named Mega Lift Irrigation Scheme after the freedom fighter Parbati Giri

Odisha cabinet has named the Mega Lift Irrigation Scheme worth Rs. 7,600 crore after
the noted freedom fighter and social reformer Parbati Giri.
This is a tribute to her as a mark of respect for immense contribution to the freedom
movement and service to the poor and needy. She is fondly remembered as ‘Mother
Teresa of Odisha’. Born in Bargarh district, she joined Quit India Movement in 1942 and
had led many rallies against the British Rule. 
The cabinet also approved the tender execution of 13 lift irrigation schemes with intake
point in Baitarani, Budhabalang, Gangadhar, Khadakhai and Nalua river having
command area of 19,400 hectares in the districts of Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. 

Centre launches IVRS platform to address the problem of call drops

In order to address the problem of call drops faced by subscribers in mobile networks,
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has launched an Integrated Voice Response
System (IVRS).
The system will initially be launched in Delhi, Mumbai, Punjab, UP, Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra and Goa. Under it, subscribers will receive an IVRS call from the short
code 1955.
Besides, to address the call drop problem Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) have also
installed more than 1,30,000 additional BTSs (Base Transceiver Stations) across the
country during the period from June 2016 to October 2016. Over 1,50,000 additional
BTSs will be installed across the country up to 31st March 2017.

Kerala's Nedumkayam becomes 1st cashless, digital tribal colony

Kerala’s Nedumkayam colony in the Karulazhi panchayat, Nilambur, became the first
tribal colony in the country to go fully digital. Located about 400 kms from Kerala's
capital Thiruvananthapuram, the village lies in Malappuram district.
According to PV Abdul Wahab, Member of Parliament, 99 percent of colony people
know how to use phones, and in upcoming days they will be trained to do cashless
transactions. It consists of 50 odd families, and a youngster from each family is being
taught how to do the transactions after which they will teach others.
Besides, the community centre of the colony was made WI-FI enabled with the
assistance of NGO Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) to help residents carry out cashless
transaction without difficulty.

Former Sri Lankan prime minister Ratnasiri Wickremanayake passes away

Ratnasiri Wickremanayake, former Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, passed away. He was
83. He served twice as the Prime Minister of island nation, first from 2000 to 2001 and
then from 2005 to 2010.
In his entire career, he remained affiliated to Sri Lanka Freedom Party and United
People's Freedom Alliance.
He also served as the General Secretary of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) in



61.Morning News Digest, 31 December 2016 Date:2016-12-29

1977. He won the Kalutara District seat in the 1994 General Election.

--End of Article--

Maharashtra Cabinet
decides to appoint Rohit Deo as Advocate General

Maharashtra Cabinet approved the appointment of Associate Advocate General (AG)
Rohit Deo as permanent Advocate General of the Bombay High Court. He replaced
Shreehari Aney, though he has been the acting AG since May 2016.
The Advocate General is the first law of officer of a State. It is a Constitutional post and
is duly appointed as per Article 165 of the Constitution of India. The authority and
function of Advocate General is also specified in the Constitution of India under Article
165 and 177.  

Anil Baijal appointed Lt. Governor of Delhi

Former Union Home Secretary Anil Baijal has been appointed as the 20th Lieutenant-
Governor of Delhi by President Pranab Mukherjee. He replaced Najeeb Jung, the 19th
Lieutenant Governor, who resigned from the post  on December 22, 2016.
Baijal, 70, retired in 2006 as the Secretary of the Urban Development Ministry. He a
former vice-chairman of the Delhi Development Authority (DDA).
He was involved with the designing and roll-out of Rs. 60,000 crore Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) launched by the Manmohan Singh
government.

New York Police Dept allows Sikh officers to wear turbans, maintain beards

The New York Police Department (NYPD) announced to allow its Sikh officers to wear
turbans and maintain beards, thus relaxing its uniform policy.
The decision is aimed at promoting inclusiveness and encourage the minority
community members to join the force.
Under the revised policy, officers from the Sikh faith will be allowed to have beards that
extend up to one-half inch from the face. The officers may also wear blue turbans ‘with a
hat shield it affixed to it’ in place of the traditional police cap.

China to expand bullet train network to 30,000 kms by 2020

According to a white paper titled 'Development of China's Transport', China will expand
its bullet train network to 30,000 kms from existing 20,000 kms. It will thus cover 80
percent of its big cities as part of the country's efforts to establish a comprehensive
transport system by 2020.
It also plans to renovate 30,000 kms of expressways and provide tarmac and cement
roads and shuttle bus services for administrative villages with the necessary conditions,
while all villages will have access to mail service.
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Earlier, it had launched world's longest high speed train service. The Shanghai-
Kunming line, which is 2,252 km in length. 

Tata Motors bags Automobile Manufacturing Sector Award for energy conservation

The Union Government awarded first prize to Tata Motors’ Dharwad plant in the
Automobile Manufacturing Sector at the National Energy Conservation Award 2016.
The award has been conferred by The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the
Union Ministry of Power.
The National Energy Conservation Day is celebrated on December 14 every year,
recognizing industrial units that have made systematic efforts for efficient utilization and
conservation of energy.

--End of Article--
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